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Introduction:  
The Challenge

When it comes to loving each other, we all have plenty of room to grow. 
If you’re a mother, you were automatically enrolled in a crash course 
on love as soon as your body became home for a new little person. 
Morning sickness, swollen ankles, organs trying to function normally 
while their space is overtaken – these are early opportunities for lay-
ing down our lives for our children.

It’s easy to love a sweet little newborn as he’s placed into our arms 
(especially since it means labor is over!). It gets a little harder when a 
sleep-deprived brain can’t figure out why he won’t quit crying. Toss a 
toddler or two (complete with old sin natures) into the mix, along with 
a husband who still rightfully wants and needs your attention, and it 
becomes painfully obvious that we’re not nearly as loving as we used 
to think we were! 

We need to know how to love when it’s hard. 

That’s why I would like to propose a challenge to you. Join me in devot-
ing just five minutes a day (or more if you can), getting to know just 
one short chapter (thirteen verses!) of the Bible better. When we’re 
done, you’ll be armed and ready to put it into action in your home.

For the next thirty days or so (you can take it at your own pace), let’s 
read and study 1 Corinthians 13 together. 
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When we finish, we will have spent more than two-and-a-half hours 
studying -- in detail -- this powerful and concise chapter on godly love! 
You will probably have the chapter mostly memorized, and you will see 
that a little bit of time each day can add up to a lot of wisdom, with the 
Holy Spirit’s help! 

What About Your Children?

Many of our challenges to love throughout the day involve our chil-
dren, don’t they? While we’re learning how to love them in a godly way, 
they need to learn how to love when it’s hard, too. 

That’s why every lesson in this book also includes a lesson de-
signed especially for your children! These are optional. You can de-
cide how you want to use (or ignore) these. 

• You might choose to complete this entire study yourself before us-
ing the children’s lessons with your kids.

• You might decide to complete your lesson early in the morning, 
and then do the children’s lesson with them later in the day.

• You could just do the children’s lesson along with them, and skip 
the adult portion of the lesson (but you’ll miss out on a lot!). If 
you’re struggling for time, doing this along with your children will 
at least ensure that you get some Bible study in during the day.

• You could do your own study, and let your husband lead the family 
in the children’s lesson during family worship each day.

• Be creative! If your children aren’t all toddlers, they may even be 
able to do some of the children’s lessons while you do your own 
study. You never know until you try.

Are you ready?

If you’re new to these Thirty Days studies, be sure to take some time 
to read Appendix D and Appendix E. Here you will find a short list of 
materials you will need, plus some ideas for making time to really and 
truly study your Bible for at least a few minutes almost every day.
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Day 1:  
Context

Context is always important. Misunderstandings happen when one 
person overhears a comment made by another person without hear-
ing its context, or when we only hear part of what a person has said 
to us without hearing all that they said. If a child wanders through the 
kitchen just as Daddy says, “… So we’re going to the beach,” he may run 
to find his bucket and shovel, not realizing that Daddy and Mama were 
discussing where the family should go for their family vacation three 
months from now. 

If we don’t hear the whole conversation, it’s easy to jump to the wrong 
conclusions. Today we’re going to start our study by looking briefly 
at the context of 1 Corinthians 13. We’re going to start our study of 1 
Corinthians 13 by reading 1 Corinthians 12.

Assignment:

Ask the Holy Spirit to open the Word to you today as your read. Then 
carefully read the entire twelfth chapter of 1 Corinthians. Remem-
ber as you read that Paul was writing to the Corinthian church in order 
to help and admonish them. Established in the chief city of Greece, sur-
rounded by Greek philosophy and pagan idol worship, the Corinthian 
church had its share of challenges. Its members bickered over many 
things – theology, practical living, and spiritual gifts, to name a few. 
This is good to keep in mind as you read. 
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When you have finished reading chapter 12, write a two or three-
sentence summary of the chapter. What is Paul saying to the Corin-
thians in this part of his letter? How does he end the chapter? What is 
he preparing us for in chapter 13? 

Optional: If you have time, read 1 Corinthians 1 as well. This will give 
you an even better idea of what Paul’s purpose was in writing to the 
Corinthians. 

For your children:

Not every assignment for your children will be this crazy. But we want 
to get them interested right from the start!

You will need:

• Bibles

• 3 or more blindfolds

• 3 or more pairs of earplugs or cotton balls

• A special treat that everyone enjoys eating

Do your assignment above so you are familiar with 1 Corinthians 12. 
Then read verses 12-27 aloud with your children (take turns reading 
verses if your children are readers). Read in a translation that your 
children can understand.

Then assign each of your children one of these body parts:

• Eyes

• Ears

• Hand

• Foot

If you don’t have this many children, assign as many parts as you can. 
Or wait until Daddy gets home when both he and you can join in on the 
fun! If you have more than four children, get creative. (I’m sure you’re 
used to doing that.) Maybe you can divide into two groups, or have two 
of some body parts.
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• Set a special treat on the table – something everyone likes. Let 
them see it. (This may get a little messy, so do this in a place you 
can clean up easily.)

• Now put a blindfold on everyone but the “eyes”.

• Put earplugs in the ears of everyone but the person who has been 
assigned to be the “ears”.

• Tie everyone’s hands behind their backs except the “hand” per-
son.

• Have everyone except “the foot” sit down. They can no longer use 
their feet.

When you’re done, you will have a group of children who will need to 
work together if they are going to get anything done. Only one can see, 
only one can hear, only one can use his hands, and only one can walk.

Tell them that they can have the treat as soon as you whisper the word 
“go”, but they can only use the body part that they have been assigned. 
They have to figure out how to work together to eat that treat.

The “ears” will have to listen for your whisper.

The “eyes” will have to direct the feet to the table, but the “feet” are go-
ing to have to figure out how to get the “hands” to help him pick up the 
treat and feed it to everyone. 

Eating may get a bit messy, but it should be a blast! When everyone is 
done, discuss how God has made our bodies with lots of different parts 
that all work together to help us do what we do.

Then talk about how God has made the body of Christ, the Church, in 
the same way. We need each other. We aren’t effective alone. We’re like 
different parts of the human body that all have to work together to re-
ally accomplish anything.

Explain that the people in the church of Corinth were forgetting that. 
They were trying to serve without working with others. They were 
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thinking their gifts were a lot more important than other people’s. 
They were arguing and boasting.

These are the people that Paul is going to teach about godly love.
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Day 2:  
Love

This chapter is a full-blown description of love – not a sentimental or 
romantic feel-good love, but a practical, where-the-rubber-meets-the-
road, but impossible-to-accomplish perfect love – the kind of love only 
Jesus has fully accomplished. We’re going to start our study by simply 
watching for the word love as we carefully read the chapter. Every time 
we see the word, we will be marking it.

Assignment: 

Pray for the Holy Spirit to open your eyes and your heart as you begin. 
Read the entire chapter of 1 Corinthians 13. Using a red pen or col-
ored pencil, draw a heart over the word love and any synonyms (words 
that have the same meaning as love, such as charity) or pronouns (such 
as it) that are referring to love.

Today and the next four days will be devoted to some basic observa-
tions. We’re going to find out what we can see in this passage. After 
looking for some specific words, we will organize our findings.

For your children:

Read the entire chapter aloud as your children listen. Ask them to 
cross their arms in an X shape over their chests every time they hear 
you say the word love or charity. When you have finished, ask them to 
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tell you specific things they learned about love in this first reading of 
the chapter.

For older children, you can also print out 1 Corinthians 13 in large 
print (with extra space between the lines), and have them join you in 
marking the text with colored pencils or markers. Use the same print-
out for their study throughout the month.
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Day 3:  
If

We need to always pay special attention to the word “if”. This little 
word signals a conditional statement. If one thing happens, then 
something else will or will not follow. Generally an “if” phrase is fol-
lowed by a “then”, sometimes actually present in the sentence, and of-
ten simply implied. 

For example:

“If I forget to water the plant again, it will die.” In this statement, the 
“then” is implied. The sentence could also be restated this way: “If I 
forget to water the plant again, then it will die.” 

“If you drive to town, but don’t fill the gas tank, you will run out of gas.” 
Can you see that this is an if-then sort of statement? If you do this, but 
don’t do this, then this other thing will happen. 

Assignment: 

Pray for understanding. Then read the entire chapter of 1 Corinthi-
ans 13 again. (We’re going to become very familiar with this chapter 
as we continue to read it each day.) Read thoughtfully. Resist the urge 
to simply skim, looking for the word we are focusing on. 

As you read today, choose a color to use and highlight every appear-
ance of the word if. 
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Note: If you are studying in the King James Version or the New King 
James Version, you should also circle the word “though” which is used 
instead of “if” in most verses.

When you’ve finished marking the entire chapter, pull out your note-
book or a separate sheet of paper, and divide the page in half vertically 
to form two columns. We’re going to make a simple chart to help us 
organize what we’ll be seeing and marking in the text over the next 
few days.

Label the top of the left-hand column “If ” (or “Though” if you are study-
ing in a King James or New King James Bible). 

Now divide the right-hand column in half one more time. You will now 
have one wide column on the left side of the page, and two narrower 
columns on the right side. Label the middle column “but”, and the far 
right column “then”. (We will not be writing anything else in these two 
columns today.)

Today we’re going to record all the “if phrases” we see in this chapter. 
They will be easier to see, now that you have highlighted all the ifs (or 
thoughs) in the chapter. 

Read verse 1 and record the phrase that follows the word if.

Continue through the rest of the chapter, recording each “if phrase” 
in the left hand column of your chart. You should be able to find five 
phrases. 

If you know how to use Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance to study 
words and if you have the time to do the extra work, you could do some 
research on the meanings of many of the words that are used in verses 
1 through 3. 

Because of our limited time, we will not be studying these words in de-
tail. For our purposes, we can simply note that the practices mentioned 
in verses 1 and 2 are all spiritual gifts and the ones mentioned in verse 
3 are good works. 
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We’ll come back to these verses and this chart several more times!

For your children:

Before you start studying with your children today, divide a white 
board or large sheet of paper into three columns, as described in the 
assignment above. Label the columns in the same way. You will be us-
ing this chart for several days, so write on something you can save. 

• Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 aloud for your children. Have them 
raise their hands every time they hear the word if (or though 
in the KJV or NKJV). 

• Each time they hear the word, stop and read the phrase that fol-
lows the if.

• Ask “If what?” For instance, the first if is followed by the phrase, “I 
speak in the tongues of men and of angels.” Write this phrase in the 
left hand column (the “if” column) of your large chart.

• Locate and record each “if phrase” in verses 1 through 3.

If questions come up, use a commentary to help you find answers. If 
you don’t own a hard copy of a commentary, consider purchasing a re-
liable one like Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible, or use 
one at Biblestudytools.com. (Click on “Library”, then “Commentaries”, 
then “Matthew Henry Commentary on the Whole Bible (Complete)”.

www.amazon.com/Matthew-Henrys-Commentary-Whole-Bible/dp/1598564366/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/matthew-henry-complete/
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Day 4:  
Negatives

Today’s study is simple! We’re going to look for all the negative words 
in 1 Corinthians 13. This practice often helps us see what Scripture is 
telling us to not do. In this chapter, it tells us a lot about what love isn’t.

Assignment:

Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance, and then read the entire chapter of 
1 Corinthians 13 again. Draw a black “x” above every negative word 
in the passage. This includes words like no, nothing, not, none, and 
never. Be careful to mark in a way that doesn’t completely block out 
the word. Remember to read slowly and thoughtfully. Don’t just look 
for the words.

Pay attention to how these words are used throughout the chapter. 
We’ll do more with them on another day.

For your children:

Read the entire chapter aloud with your children. (Have those who 
can read take turns reading along with you, if you’d like.) 

Ask your children to stamp their feet every time they hear a nega-
tive word, such as no, none, nothing, never, and not. 

Discuss what you have discovered after you have finished reading. Do 
your children see any patterns? Any repeated phrases? On Day 8, we’ll 
come back to these markings. 
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Day 5:  
But 

The word but is an important one. Do you ever give an instruction to 
one of your children, and then have it greeted with the word, “But…”? 
It usually doesn’t mean that child is agreeing with what you have said. 
The but is usually heading (or at least attempting to head) the conver-
sation in a different direction. 

When we’re speaking to someone, we can start a sentence with one 
thought, and suddenly change our direction with the word but. For in-
stance:

“I like cats, but they make me sneeze.” (So even though I like them, I 
need that cat to leave me alone.)

“If I buy milk, but forget to buy the cereal, we won’t have breakfast 
tomorrow.” (Or we’ll just have a glass of milk.)

“We don’t have milk, but we do have juice.” (I know you would like 
milk, but since we don’t have any, would you like juice instead?)

Assignment: 

Pray for God to continue to teach you from His Word today. Then read 
the chapter and highlight the word but with a different color of pen-
cil or marker. 
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When you have finished, get out the chart you started on Day 3. In the 
center column, record each phrase that follows the word but. Try to 
line up these phrases across from their corresponding “if phrases” on 
your chart. Do you see a pattern here?

On Day 8, we will put all these markings and notes together and spend 
some time meditating on them and thinking about how we can apply 
their truths to our lives!

For your children:

Read the entire chapter aloud with your children. (Have those who 
can read take turns reading along with you, if you’d like.) 

Ask your children to jump up and yell “BUT!” every time they hear 
the word but in your reading. This will help draw their attention to the 
contrasting thought that follows each but. (It will also be noisy.)

Just as you did in the assignment described above, work with your chil-
dren to record each “but phrase” on the chart you started earlier this 
week. What phrase continually follows the word but in the first three 
verses of the chapter? 

We’ll discuss this along with the other phrases in more detail on Day 8! 
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Day 6:  
All

We’re going to spend one more day highlighting words before we do 
our summary work on verses 1-3. Before we think about what these 
verses mean and how to apply them to our own lives, let’s take a look 
at the word all.

What does all mean?

What do you mean when you tell your 3-year-old to eat all her carrots? 
Can she leave the table (or have dessert) before those carrots are gone?

What does your teenager mean when he says he just ate all the pizza? 
Does anybody else get any?

Assignment:

• Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance. Then get out a dictionary (or 
look online) and copy a definition of the word all into your note-
book.

• Pull out a new color of pencil or pen and highlight every appear-
ance of the word all. (For those of you using the NIV, you should 
also highlight the word always.)

• Go back to your chart we have been working on, and highlight all 
the alls on your chart.
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Now we’re ready to take a longer, harder look at these verses on Day 8. 
But first you have a catch-up day tomorrow!

For your children:

Ask your children how many hairs they have on their heads. You’ll 
probably get some interesting answers.

Now line them up in a row, with you in the front of the row. Ask them 
to count the hairs on the head of the person ahead of them. Make sure 
they understand that they need to count all the hairs. (Littlest ones 
may need to team up with an older child.)

When they start to realize how impossible this task is going to be, have 
them sit down and talk about the word all. What do we mean when we 
say all? Have someone look up the word in the dictionary and read the 
definition.

Now read 1 Corinthians 13 to them again. Ask them to listen for the 
word all and to raise both hands above their heads every time they 
hear it.

Stop and discuss each appearance of the word. All what? What does 
Paul mean when he says all?
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Day 7:  
Catch Up Day

Use today to do any catching up on this past week’s assignments. 

The main purpose of our catch-up days is to catch up! But if you have 
the time and would like some additional study to do, you can use today 
and upcoming catch-up days to work your way through the entire book 
of 1 Corinthians. 

As you read, pay special attention to the problems and warnings that 
Paul addresses, and to how those relate to his description of love in 1 
Corinthians 13.

For your children:

Use this day as an opportunity to do any of the children’s studies that 
you may have skipped over this past week, or start reading through the 
book of 1 Corinthians together.
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Day 8:  
Organizing Our Observations

Today we’re going to organize some of the observations we have been 
making over the past week. Looking for different words in the text and 
marking them can be quite interesting, but there’s not much point in 
making our observations if we don’t step back and think about what 
we have observed. 

Assignment:

Pray for the understanding that only the Holy Spirit can give. Then 
read the entire chapter for review. 

We’re going to focus the rest of our time today on verses 1-3. You’ve 
marked a lot of ifs, buts, loves, and negative words in these verses. 

What patterns do you see? We’ve already used our chart to record the 
“if phrases” and the “but phrases” in these verses.  

Each verse starts out with an “if phrase,” which is followed by the “but 
phrase” — “but have not love” — and then ends with a “then phrase” 
that ties back in with the opening “if phrase”. 

All three verses are structured in a similar way. We could diagram 
them like this: If   But  Negative  Love  Negative
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Each verse repeats the phrase, but have not love. 

Each verse is also an If-Then statement. If this is true, then this is also 
true. We’re going to take what we see in these verses and organize our 
observations into a chart. 

Assignment: Read 1 Corinthians 13:1. 

Your chart should already contain something similar to this:

Left-hand column: “If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels”

Middle column: “but have not love”

In the right-hand column, record the “then phrase” of this verse. 
What am I if I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but don’t have 
love? “I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.” Just a bunch of noise. 

Continue this same procedure with verses 2 and 3. Review what you 
have already recorded on your chart and add the concluding “then 
phrase” for both verses.

Look at what you have recorded on your chart. Think carefully. Pray 
about what you see. 

• What does God want to teach you through these verses? 

• Are you offering service to God or others without love? 

• Do you take pride in a particular gifting God has given you, and use 
that gift unlovingly? 

• What else might be motivating your actions? Social pressures, 
guilt, fear?

• Do you think something you do at home or church is more impor-
tant than what others do, and then treat those other people in an 
unloving manner? 

• Is your love for Jesus the most important thing in your life, or are 
you looking to your actions and accomplishments to give meaning 
to your life?
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Paul was specifically addressing the problem of Corinthian believers 
thinking that some spiritual gifts were more important than others. 
But we can take this same basic principle and apply it to our lives in 
other ways. Besides considering the questions above, we can plug 
some of our everyday “accomplishments” into this chart, and ask our-
selves how we’re doing.

• If I homeschool my children all day, and make my husband a well-
balanced lunch to take to work, and persevere long enough to 
move mountains of laundry before the end of the day, but don’t 
have love, what does God think of my labors? 

• If I discipline my child every time he sins, and give all the time and 
energy I have to others, but don’t have love, what do I gain?

• If I bake my family homemade bread with fresh-ground flour, but 
don’t have love for another mama who feeds her children Wonder 
bread, how pleased is God with my heart?

• If my husband and I are prayerfully involved in our child’s selec-
tion of a spouse, but I’m critical of other families who choose a 
different approach, what does God have to say about me?

Love – our love for Jesus and our resulting love for others – is the most 
important thing in life. 

We’ll be looking a lot more at this amazing love – what it is, what it 
isn’t, where it comes from – in the next three weeks! 

For your children:

Find some good, noisy noisemakers – pots and pans along with big 
spoons, two pan lids to bang together, a metal garbage can lid and a 
metal spoon.

Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 together, instructing the children to bang 
their noise makers any time they hear a phrase that describes what we 
are — no matter what gifts we have been given and what we can do — 
if we don’t have love.
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For instance, 1 Corinthians 13:1 says, “Though I speak in the tongues 
of men and of angels and have not love”, I am what? A noisy gong or a 
clanging cymbal.

Read all three verses, listening for these phrases, making lots of noise 
about them, and recording them in the right hand column of your chart.

When you have finished all three verses, discuss what you have found. 
What gifts or abilities are your children using without truly loving oth-
ers? 

Spend some time putting child-sized accomplishments and gifts into 
the “if phrases” of each verse. Our children are just as much nothing 
as we are if they accomplish great things — good grades, home runs, 
clean rooms, entire chapters of the Bible memorized — but do them 
all without love. 
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Day 9:  
What Love Is 

Yesterday we saw what God says about us when we do great things 
without love. 

So what is love? If we’re nothing without it, we’d better know what it is. 
This chapter offers us a wonderful picture of what God calls love. We’re 
going to start looking at that in more detail today.

Assignment: 

After praying for the Holy Spirit’s guidance, read the entire chapter of 
1 Corinthians 13. Then focus on verses 4-8. 

Divide a piece of paper into two columns. Label the left side, What Love 
Is or Does. Label the other side, What Love Is Not and Does Not Do. 

List everything this passage says love is or does. You should be able 
to find seven things that love is or does. 

When you have finished, read each word in your list and across from 
each (in the other column of your paper) write an antonym -- a word 
opposite in meaning (i.e., an antonym of love would be hate). For in-
stance, if you have written the word patient, you would write impatient 
across from it in the What Love Is Not and Does Not Do column.  

Spend some time meditating on this list and praying about each word 



Day 9: What Love Is  

23

that is used to describe love. Are you feeling as bad as I do when I read 
this list? Aren’t you glad Jesus loved this way, and that He can empower 
us to grow in our love for others? 

Tomorrow we’ll look at what this text says love isn’t. Then we’ll be 
ready to study some of the specific words that describe love in this 
chapter. 

For your children:

You should be able to do this same assignment with your children. 

• Make a chart. 

• Ask them to clap every time they hear words that tell them what 
love is. 

• Stop and write each word down as they hear them, and take time 
to review your list together when you have finished. 

• Talk about what these different aspects of love would look like in 
their everyday interactions with friends and family members.  
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Day 10:  
What Love Isn’t

Yesterday we noted what 1 Corinthians 13 says love is. Today we will 
look at what love is not.

Assignment:

Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal God’s truth to you. Read the entire 
chapter and then just verses 4-8 again. This time, record on your chart 
from yesterday all the things you find that love is not or does not do,  
again, leaving space under each thing you list. (We will need that space 
tomorrow.) You should find nine things. When you have finished, write 
an antonym for each word or phrase in the What Love Is or Does col-
umn.

Now look over your chart. Which column best describes your life? Is 
your life characterized by loving actions and attitudes? 

Circle the areas you need to grow in. Don’t be discouraged if you 
weigh in heavy on the negative side of the chart. Your life isn’t about 
what you can do. It’s about what you can do through Jesus. Remember 
Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens 
me.” Jesus is the only human who has loved perfectly. Through Him, 
empowered by His Holy Spirit, we can learn to love with a godly love. 

Do you need to ask forgiveness of those you have failed to love? Pray 
for God’s empowering strength to change, and thank Him for His Son 
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who lived a life of perfect love, love that sent Him to the cross so that 
we might be accepted as righteous before God.

For your children:

Do the same assignment that is described above, reading aloud, with 
your children clapping their hands every time they hear words that 
describe what love isn’t. 

Record your findings on the chart you started yesterday, and add ant-
onyms for each word in the What Love Is column. 

Ask your children to think about which side of the chart is most like 
their lives, and encourage them with the hope of the gospel and the 
power that Christ gives to change and sanctify us.
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Day 11:  
Different Translations

We have been studying a portrait of perfect love, a love that is only 
fully embodied in the life of Jesus. We will spend several days looking 
at each of the characteristics of this love. To start to understand this 
description better, it will help if we take some time to read the passage 
in several different translations. 

Even if we’re committed to reading and studying in one particular ver-
sion of the Bible, we can benefit from reading a passage in other trans-
lations. Some words will be translated the same way in most transla-
tions; others will vary. As we study 1 Corinthians 13, this will give us a 
fuller picture of each of the words that are used to describe godly love. 

Assignment: 

If you have several different translations of the Bible in your home, 
gather them together, open them all to 1 Corinthians 13 and compare 
each translation. Each time you see a new word being used in verses 
4-7, note it in the space you left on your chart from Days 9 and 10. 

For instance, notice how the first phrase of verse 5 is translated in four 
different versions:

• “Doth not behave itself unseemly” – KJV

• “Or rude” – ESV
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• “Does not behave rudely” – NKJV

• “Does not dishonor others” – NIV 2011

If you were reading from the King James Version when you made your 
chart on Days 9 and 10, you probably wrote “Doth not behave itself 
unseemly” in the “What Love Isn’t” column. In the extra space you left 
below those words, add the other translations of the phrase.

If you don’t own at least four different translations of the Bible, 
follow the directions below for using an online Bible study site to ac-
cess several translations.

• Go to BlueLetterBible.org. On the home page, type 1 Corinthians 
13 in the “Verse or Word(s)” search box. If you want, you can also 
select your preferred translation in the “version” box. 

• Click “Search”, which will automatically open to the text of the en-
tire chapter. 

• Go to verse 4. Do you see the blue “Tools” box to the left of the 
verse reference? Hover over this to open the drop-down menu. 
Click on the orange “Bibles” box (the one with the “V” for “ver-
sions” on it). This will open verse 4 in all the versions of the Bible 
that this site offers.

• Now you can easily compare each version, and note any different 
translations on your chart.

For your children:

Simply read verses 4-7 aloud in at least two different translations. 
Ask the children to raise their hands when they hear phrases that are 
different than the ones used in the version you have been reading to 
them. Talk about these words and what they mean.

If you have at least three children who can read, you could also give 
each child a different version of the Bible to read from, or print out 
verses 4-7 in four different translations. Have one child read the first 
phrase, then the next child from his version, and the next from his, and 
so forth. Talk about the differences as you hear them. 

http://www.blueletterbible.org/index.cfm
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Day 12:  
Beginning Word Study

All right! We’re ready to tackle some word study! Today we’re go-
ing to look at the first trait that Paul lists in his description of love:  
longsuffering. Today’s study will be longer than usual, but don’t wor-
ry. We’re spending some time learning how to use a study tool. It’s not 
hard at all. 

Note: Some of you may prefer doing this sort of study with print-copy 
reference tools, rather than doing your Bible study at the computer, 
where it always seems so tempting to “just check” email or Facebook, 
or look up something online. If you can muster up as much self-control 
as possible, learning to use BlueLetterBible.org is so fun and so excit-
ing, you might find that you can sit at the computer to study, and not 
even have time to think about email or Facebook. This type of word 
study is so much easier with these tools!

However, if you are committed to doing your study away from the com-
puter, instructions for using Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance are in-
cluded in Appendix C. 

Assignment: 

Pray for wisdom and diligence as we tackle these studies. Ask God to 
open your eyes to the areas where He wants you to grow. 
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First, we’re going to start looking at what the KJV means by “suffer-
eth long”. It’s time to see the real beauty of BlueLetterBible.org! (Or if 
you have a smartphone, consider installing the Blue Letter Bible app. 
I think it’s pretty cool to be able to do word studies while I’m standing 
with the hose, watering my plants on the deck!)

• Go to BlueLetterBible.org and type “1 Cor. 13:4” in the search box 
like you did yesterday. Make sure the version box says “KJV”. This 
time, when you get to verse 4, instead of clicking on “Bibles” in the 
“Tools” drop-down menu, click on the blue “Interlinear” (C) box. 
This will bring up a new and very helpful window!

What you will have in front of you is a Greek lexicon (a dictionary 
of a language). In it we see:

(1) All of verse 4 in Greek, (2) a table that lists each English word 
or phrase with its original Greek word, (3) the Strong’s number as-
signed to each word, (4) the English transliteration of each word, 
(5) a little icon that will give you an audio pronunciation of the 
word when clicked, and (6) additional information about the tens-
es of verbs. 

• Let’s look at what this page tells us about “suffereth long”. 
We’ll start with the left-hand column.

The “PHR” in the blue box to the right of the word stands for 
“phrase”. Notice how “suffereth long” is two words (or a phrase) 
in English, even though it is only one word in Greek? Clicking on it 
will conduct a search for any time that phrase is used in Scripture.

• In the next column, we are given the “Strong’s Number”. This num-
ber is assigned to the word’s definition and other useful informa-
tion in Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance. The “G” that precedes the 
number tells us that the original word is in Greek (as are most of 
the words in the New Testament).

• If you click on this number, it will take you to a Greek lexicon (or 
dictionary), which gives you all kinds of interesting information 
about this word! 

http://www.blueletterbible.org/index.cfm
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• We find out what part of speech the word is. This tells us that 
“suffereth long” is a verb. It’s an action word, not just something 
we think or feel. 

• It shows us how to pronounce the word, both with phonetic 
markings and with an audio demonstration.

• It shows us the etymology or root word of the word we are study-
ing.

• Under “Dictionary Aids”, “Vines” provides a link to information 
about this word in Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament 
Words, a reference tool that helps us study different words.

• Then we get some real meat to chew on. Read the information un-
der “Outline of Biblical Usage”. Ouch. Do you feel as un-longsuf-
fering as I do after reading that definition? 

• Below this, you can see the other ways the King James Version 
translates this Greek word under “KJV Translation Count.” The 
“10” tells us that this word is used ten times in the Bible.

• Next is “Thayer’s Greek Lexicon”. This is a facsimile of Joseph 
Henry Thayer’s important and helpful study tool, first published 
in 1885. It includes the results of over thirty years worth of work, 
explaining the meanings and origins of biblical words. 

• The verses listed under “Concordance Results Using KJV” are 
another treasure trove! These are all the other verses in the Bible 
that contain this Greek word (even though it is sometimes trans-
lated with a different English word). Reading these can help us un-
derstand longsuffering much more fully. We can see how the word 
is used, and to whom it applies – people like Abraham and a farmer 
who plants seeds and then waits all season. We can see that God 
is longsuffering. He is not eager to give man the punishment he 
deserves. 

In your notebook, record any information you want to remember, 
making sure you note all the information under “Outline of Biblical Us-
age”. We will be using this information later in the study.
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Tomorrow we will study two more words!

For your children:

• Read 1 Corinthians 13:3-7 with your children. Then take time 
to discuss the word longsuffering or patient, depending on what 
translation you are reading.

• Have someone look up and read aloud its definition in an English 
dictionary.

• Read the information given under “Outline of Biblical Usage” to 
them (see above). Talk about how this looks in their everyday 
lives. This is one of the big and challenging areas of childhood (and 
adulthood)!

• Ask two children to role-play a situation where one child is mis-
treating the other, and the offended child responds with longsuf-
fering. (He will not respond in anger or revenge.)

• Remind your children that God is the one who gives us the ability 
to love the way He has commanded us to love. They need to pray 
for His help.

• Pray together for God’s strength to be patient with each other.
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Day 13:  
Kindness and Envy

Yesterday we waded through the how-to’s of word study with BlueLet-
terBible.org. Today we’ll start using that knowledge to study other 
words in 1 Corinthians 13. We’ll look at the words kind and envy.

Assignment: 

Pray for a humble heart as you study today. Then head over to BlueLet-
terBible.org (or see instructions in Appendix C if you prefer to use 
print versions of study tools).

Follow the steps outlined in Day 12, this time looking at the entry for 
“is kind”. Take notes. 

• What part of speech is this word? Are we talking about an adjec-
tive or an active verb? 

• How many times is this word used in the Bible? (under “KJV Trans-
lation Count”)

The word for showing kindness in 1 Corinthians 13:4 is a unique word 
that only appears this one time in Scripture. Looking at its root word 
will help us understand it better.

• Click on the Greek word that appears in the “Root Word” box. 

• Note the way this word is used in the Bible (under “Outline of Bib-
lical Usage”). 

http://www.blueletterbible.org/index.cfm
http://www.blueletterbible.org/index.cfm
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• The word for kind has to do with being useful, manageable, and 
benevolent. It is not harsh, sharp, or bitter. Have you ever noticed 
that bitterness makes it very hard to be truly kind to someone?

• Look at the other verses that use this root word for kindness (un-
der “Concordance Results Using KJV”). Who does Scripture point 
to as our main example of kindness? Should this affect our desire 
and motivation to show kindness to others?

• Go back to the original entry on the word kind as it appears in 1 
Corinthians 13:4 and look at the “Outline of Biblical Usage” one 
more time. Notice the words “to show one’s self”, “to be”, “use”. 
Paul is making sure we know that kindness is active. It’s not just a 
feeling. We are showing ourselves useful and pleasant and benevo-
lent. We are actively and eagerly looking for ways to be of service 
to others. Love isn’t just kind. It shows kindness.

The word that sticks out to me in this description is pleasant. As busy 
mothers, I think it’s sometimes easy to be very busy serving others in 
our household without actually being kind to them. Am I the only one 
who isn’t always mild and pleasant while I’m serving? Time pressure, 
stress, unrealistic expectations, or just plain resentment often move us 
to unkindness.

Record in your notebook any information from your study of kind-
ness that stands out to you. 

Now repeat this same process with “envieth”. Note what part of speech 
the word is and how it is used in Scripture. (Definition 1a is most ap-
plicable to 1 Cor. 13:4.) Be sure to click on the root word, because this 
will shed more light on the intensity of this word. 

Read the other verses that use this word. As you saw in the “Outline of 
Biblical Usage”, the Greek word for envy is interesting because it can 
be used in both a positive and negative sense. You will see this as you 
read through the verses. What sort of actions does sinful envy lead to 
in these verses?
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Do you ever withhold love because of envy? Does envy ever turn into 
actively being unkind to others?

Pray about what you have read today. What does God want to teach 
you?

For your children:

Read 1 Corinthians 13:4 aloud and ask the children to list everything 
they learn about love in this verse. 

Then discuss kindness and envy. What are they? 

Share what you have learned from your own study, or read the defini-
tions of the words (under “Outline of Biblical Usage”) from BlueLet-
terBible.org. 

Discuss real-life examples of showing kindness. Are they eager to make 
someone else’s life more pleasant? Why should we be kind? (Because 
God has shown great kindness to us in saving us.)

Are they ever unkind because they are envious of someone? Do they 
choose to be unkind when someone else is praised or receives some-
thing good? 

Challenge them to each find at least one way to show kindness to each 
member of your family today. 

Talk about the results at the end of the day. Did they feel differently 
about the day and about their siblings? Was the day more pleasant for 
everyone? 
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Day 14:  
Catch Up Day

We’ve tackled some challenging study this week. If you’re behind, 
here’s your chance to catch up. If you have extra time on your hands, 
read some more of 1 Corinthians, or put your new word study skills 
to work on some other words. Because of our time limits, we will not 
be  doing word studies to help us understand the following phrases in 
verses 4-7:

• ”Thinketh no evil”

• “Rejoiceth not in iniquity”

• “Rejoiceth in the truth” 

For your children:

Talk together about what you have been learning from the first four 
verses of 1 Corinthians 13. Then have each child draw a picture to 
illustrate one truth from these verses. When they have finished, look 
at each other’s pictures and try to identify which verse or phrase they 
illustrated.

When you are done, post the pictures around the house where they 
will be seen throughout the day. 
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Day 15:  
Boasting and Arrogance

The words in verses 4-7 are so rich with meaning, we are going to take 
a few more days to really stop and think about them. So far we’ve seen 
that: 

• Love is patient. It bravely endures misfortunes and bears with the 
offenses of others. 

• Love is kind. It goes out of its way to serve and to be useful to oth-
ers. 

• Love doesn’t envy. It doesn’t burn with resentment over someone 
else’s honor or blessings.

• Love is focused on others.

Let’s look at a few more words today.

Assignment: 

Pray for a soft and open heart to all that God wants to teach you today. 
Then read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 again. What does “charity vaunteth not 
itself” mean, as the King James words it?

• Open BlueLetterBible.org, head to 1 Corinthians 13:4, and click 
through to the Strong’s number for vaunteth. 

http://www.blueletterbible.org/index.cfm
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• Record the definition in your notebook.

As you skim this information, you will see that this is another on-
ly-used-once-in-the-Bible word. We have no other verses to read 
that use this word. This is a great opportunity to take advantage of 
another study tool in BlueLetterBible.org. (If you’re trying to stay 
offline, watch for some suggestions below.)

• Go back to verse 4, and click on the purple “Cross-Refs” button (K) 
in the “Tools” drop-down menu. This will take you to a resource 
called Treasury of Scripture Knowledge. Rather than linking exact 
words together as Strong’s Concordance does, Treasury of Scrip-
ture Knowledge links related thoughts and ideas. 

We can’t look at any other verses with the exact same Greek word 
as vaunteth, but with this tool, we can look at other verses that 
relate to vaunting or boasting or making much of ourselves.

• If you are studying without a computer, you may be able to use 
cross-references that appear in the margin of your Bible for this 
assignment. Look for any listed for verse 4. You can also use Nave’s 
Topical Bible, if you own a copy of it. Look up the word boasting 
and read all the verses listed under that topic. If you can purchase 
a print copy of Treasury of Scripture Knowledge, it is a study tool 
you will find very useful and worth the investment.

• After clicking on the “Cross-Refs” button, you will see the text of 
verse 4 with highlighted words in it. Click on “vaunteth not”, and 
you will be given more than a dozen-and-a-half passages that re-
late to our word, vaunteth. Reading these will give us a better pic-
ture of the boasting that love does not do.

• Skim through these verses, and record any thoughts that you have 
as you read. It looks like vaunting oneself is related to overreact-
ing when we’ve been slighted. Do you, like me, ever feel slighted 
as a hard-working, self-sacrificing mother? Do you ever overreact 
when you feel that way? Ouch.



Day 15: Boasting and Arrogance 

38

Let’s go back to 1 Corinthians 13:4.

• Click on “Interlinear” in the “Tools” menu, and then on the Strong’s 
number for puffed up. 

• Check out No. 2 under “Outline of Biblical Usage”. Most of us, when 
we read that description, probably think of someone else whom we 
consider pretty puffed up and proud and impressed with himself, 
which just goes to show us that we’re pretty puffed up and proud 
ourselves! What a glorious day it will be when we are finally rid of 
these old sin natures!

• Read the other verses that contain this same original Greek word. 

• Record any thoughts you have as you read these verses.

Look at the references for all these verses. Do you notice anything sig-
nificant? What book are almost all the verses from? It looks like the 
Corinthian church had a problem with puffed up people. No wonder 
there was so much strife in the church!

Are there any puffed up people in your household? Any strife? Pray for 
God’s gracious deflating of sinful egos, and for His wisdom as you seek 
to instruct and correct puffed-up children and teenagers.

For your children:

• Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. Take turns reading different verses 
to keep everyone involved. 

• Use a dictionary to look up the definitions of the words at the end 
of verse 4, as they appear in the translation you are reading with 
your children. For instance, in the King James Version, you would 
be looking up vaunt and puffed; in the ESV, the words are boast and 
arrogant, etc. 

• Briefly discuss these definitions and talk about how these sins 
show themselves in your daily lives. 
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• Then take one of the accounts listed under vaunteth in the Trea-
sury of Scripture Knowledge and act out the story. The kids – espe-
cially if you have boys – should have a good time with the story of 
David’s heated response to Nabal in 1 Samuel 25. 

• Read 1 Samuel 25:1-13. (You can jump ahead and also read verse 
34, if you want a little more detail about David’s original plan. 
Have fun explaining that verse if you’re reading from the KJV.)

• Take some time to round up some costume materials and weapon-
ry, and have fun acting out this account. You may need to let differ-
ent people take turns being the insolent Nabal and over-reacting 
David.

• After as many rounds as it takes to satisfy everyone’s dramatic 
zeal, talk about this story. Do any of your children ever over-react 
to being overlooked or wronged? What sinful attitude does that 
spring from? 

• Pray for God’s grace to humble yourselves before God and others.
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Day 16:  
Love Isn't...

Are you ready for some more word study? We wouldn’t normally spend 
quite so much time on word studies in a 30-day study, but there’s so 
much packed into these few verses. We need to slow down and chew 
on them for a while. Stick with me! We don’t want to miss what God 
wants to teach us in this passage!

Assignment:

Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-5. Think about everything you have learned 
in your study so far. Pray for more of God’s sanctifying work in your life 
as we continue to study.

Now head back to BlueLetterBible.org and its helpful study tools! 
(Offline ladies, you should be able to continue as you have with 
Strong’s  Concordance and Treasury of Scripture Knowledge or Nave’s 
Topical Bible.) This time we’re going to tackle verse 5. Because of our 
limited time, we’re going to move fairly quickly. If you have more time, 
dig deeper. There’s much more treasure to mine for in this verse!

• Go to 1 Corinthians 13:5.

• Go to “Interlinear” in the “Tools”, and click on the Strong’s number 
for behave itself unseemly. This takes us to the lexicon listing.

• Record the definition in your notebook. “To act unbecomingly”—
that sounds like something else we probably do a lot more than 

http://www.blueletterbible.org/index.cfm
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we would like to admit. Do you ever “lose it”, and then look back 
in shame at the example you just set for your children? Ever com-
promise in order to fit in, or ever say something that was totally 
inappropriate and shameful? I do.  

• The short little entry under “Thayer’s Lexicon” helps us better 
understand this word when it mentions the idea of disgrace. Un-
seemly behavior is associated with shame and disgrace, in ways 
that hurt or offend others.

• Read the other verse that uses this same Greek word. Note what 
it speaks about.

A quick look at the verses listed for this phrase in Treasury of Scrip-
ture Knowledge reveals a bunch of verses addressed to the Corin-
thian church again! Paul is addressing specific sins and shortcom-
ings as he writes to this young church, planted in a prosperous city 
full of ambitious, self-serving, idolatrous people. 

• Click on the number for seeketh. Look at its definition. 

• Then skim the other verses that use this word. This helps us un-
derstand that this is not a casual looking for something. It’s in-
tense and purposeful. Love does not aggressively pursue its own 
desires and purposes. Wow. I can think of lots of times when, in 
my project-oriented approach to life, I haven’t wanted what I was 
doing to be interrupted by the needs and desires of others. 

• Go back and click the number for provoked. It won’t take long for 
most of us to see where we fall short here! What does the lexicon 
say this word means? If we spend any time with anyone besides 
ourselves, it won’t take long to come up with an opportunity to be 
provoked! 

(In fact, it doesn’t even take people! A cat can be provoking [like the 
one that keeps trying to jump up in the middle of the mess on my 
desk]. The washing machine can be provoking. The traffic can be pro-
voking. The weather can be provoking. My hair can be provoking. The 
list is unending.) 
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This sin is so easy to slip into as a busy mother! And it can be so dis-
couraging and provoking to the children who are often the victims of 
our exasperation.

This is one of those sins we seem to want to dismiss. It’s just part of 
living, right? No. It’s part of being a sinner. Reread the definition of pro-
voked. It’s not good. It’s sin, and we need to repent of it.

Now, before we wrap up, read verse 5 in another translation. I like the 
ESV for this verse. Actually it makes me quite uncomfortable. It cuts 
right to the chase. Love is not “rude. It does not insist on its own way; it 
is not irritable…” 

Write this verse down where you can see it. Pray over it. Ask God to 
help you see where you need to repent. And thank Him for sending His 
Son, the One who loved perfectly, and now intercedes on our behalf!

(I know we’ve exceeded our five-minute goal today. But it’s hard to 
stop! Thanks for your patience!) 

For your children:

1 Corinthians 13:5 speaks to our children right where they are! How 
many times a day do we correct our children for “unseemly” behavior, 
selfishness, or irritability?

• Hide a 5-dollar bill (or whatever you can afford) somewhere in 
your house, and tell your children that when they find it, they can 
have it for an ice cream outing or a visit to the dollar store (or 
whatever you know they would value). 

• Let them look for it! They will probably be pretty committed to the 
hunt. Don’t give them very many clues, unless they really get stuck 
and need help. The point is to let them seek after that money. 

• Then read verse 5 aloud with your children. Start with the King 
James Version, and then read it in another translation of your 
choice. Talk about these words. 

• Talk about unbecoming behavior and how it doesn’t glorify God or 
please others. 
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• Talk about seeking our own desires, and how focused we can be-
come in getting our own way, just like their pursuit of the hidden 
money. 

• Talk about how wanting our own way is often what leads us to be-
ing provoked by and irritated with other people. 

• Pray together for God’s help in loving each other in practical ways 
today, and review this verse when issues arise throughout the day. 
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Day 17:  
"Thinketh No Evil"

We’re just going to look at one phrase today, so that we can take time to 
really think about it. That last little phrase in verse 5 will give us plenty 
to meditate on. 

Assignment:

Pray for an open heart to God’s Word, and then read verses 4-7 
again. Are you starting to get some of this passage memorized after 
reading it over and over?

Let’s look at the meaning of “thinketh no evil”, as it is worded in the 
King James Version. 

A casual reading of the King James, “thinketh no evil” sounds a little 
like “hear no evil, see no evil, speak no evil”. It sounds like love behaves 
itself and doesn’t think evil thoughts. But there’s more to this phrase. 

• Read this verse in several other translations. One easy way to do 
this is to go to BlueLetterBible.org, search on “1 Cor. 13:5”, click 
on the “Bibles” button under “Tools”, and read several different 
translations all in one place.)

• In your notebook, record the different ways this phrase is trans-
lated.

http://www.blueletterbible.org/index.cfm
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• Search for 1 Corinthians 13:5 again on BlueLetterBible.org, in the 
King James Version. This time, click on the “Interlinear” button in 
the “Tools” menu, and then click on the Strong’s number for the 
word thinketh. 

• This takes you to the lexicon entry for the Greek word logizomai 
(Strong’s number G3049). Carefully read and take notes on the 
definition given under “Outline of Biblical Usage”. What do you no-
tice about this word? This word doesn’t just mean think. It’s talk-
ing about keeping a record of wrongs. This is an accounting term. 

(Offline ladies, use Strong’s Concordance to help you locate the lex-
icon entry for “thinketh” in verse 5. Look up other English transla-
tions of the Greek word, record the references of verses that have 
the same Strong’s number, and read those verses.)

Phil Ryken, in his excellent book Loving the Way Jesus Loves (which you 
should read!), says this about verse 5:

“[Paul’s] concern is not the evil that we are thinking about doing to 
others; rather, his concern is how we think about the evil that others 
have done to us.” 

Notice the words in the gray box at the bottom of the “Outline of Bibli-
cal Usage” section. “This word deals with reality. If I reckon (logizomai) 
that my bank account has $25 in it, it has $25 in it.” Our ledger book 
of sins against us may be very real. We live in a fallen world. People 
sin, and they sin against us. But love doesn’t keep a record. It doesn’t 
demand payment. 

Love “keeps no record of wrongs” is how the New International Ver-
sion translates this phrase. Love does not have a mental ledger book 
in which it keeps a record of the wrongs that have been committed 
against it. It’s not interested in balancing the books by repaying an in-
jury.

If love is not keeping a record of wrongs, that means love forgives 
those who wrong it. It refuses to make an entry in a mental ledger of 
offenses, or, if it has harbored resentment and bitterness, it takes out 

http://www.doorposts.com/details.aspx?id=131
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its eraser and wipes away that debt, because Jesus did the same for us. 
Even though we owed a debt that we could never pay, He paid it, and 
our slate is clean. If we have been so freely forgiven, then we should be 
ready and willing to forgive those who sin against us.

Scroll down to the lower portion of this lexicon listing. Read the verses 
that include this Greek word. Notice how many of them have to do with 
God not holding our sin against us and of Him counting Christ’s righ-
teousness for us. Praise God, He doesn’t keep an accounting that we 
must repay in our own strength. Jesus has paid our debt!

Chew on this phrase for a while. Pray over it. Ask God to help you 
“see” your ledger of wrongs that have been committed against you. If 
it helps, write down each of those offenses that you have held against 
others who have sinned against you. Then draw a cross next to each 
of those offenses and draw a line through each debt you’ve kept an ac-
counting of. Let the love of Jesus, so freely shown to you, move you to 
love and forgive those who have wronged you.

For your children:

Time to do a little math! Work with amounts that your children can 
handle as you do this activity.

• Let your children do some “grocery shopping” from your cup-
boards. You will be the clerk at the checkout counter. Each child 
can select one item from your cupboards and come to you to “buy” 
it. (If you want, they can “buy” items to take on a picnic together or 
to use for making lunch.) 

• As they bring you an item, name the price you are “charging” and 
write that price on a piece of paper. Record the price of each item 
they “buy”, and give them a bag to put their groceries in. When 
they have finished their shopping, have them help you total up all 
their purchases. Tell them what they owe you. 

• Then take a black pen, cross out the debt and mark it “paid”. Point 
out that you already paid for them at the grocery store. There’s no 
need to pay for them again.
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• Now read 1 Corinthians 13:5 and explain the meaning of the last 
phrase. Talk about our temptation to keep a mental account of 
the wrongs others commit against us, and about our desire to see 
those people pay for hurting us. 

• Talk about the debt we owe God for our sin, and about how Jesus 
paid that debt for us on the cross. Our debt has been paid and all 
that belongs to Jesus is ours. Remind them that because God can-
celled our debts and forgave us, we need to not keep a record of 
wrongs, but instead forgive those who sin against us. 
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Day 18:  
What Love Rejoices Over

Today we’re going to look at verse 6, a short little contrasting couplet. 

Assignment: 

Pray for a heart that is willing to hear and obey. Then read 1 Corin-
thians 13:1-6. It’s easy to get discouraged, isn’t it, as we study all the 
traits of godly love? The more we read and study, the more apparent 
it becomes that we will never, this side of glory, fully love like this. But 
Jesus did, and that gives us hope! (We’ll spend more time on this 
comforting truth before we finish our study.)

Let’s look at what love doesn’t rejoice in, and what it does rejoice 
in. Here is another one of those buts that we marked several days ago. 
We’re looking at a contrast in verse 6.

The meaning seems pretty self-explanatory. “[Love] does not rejoice at 
wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth.” So . . . it isn’t happy about doing 
wrong or watching others do wrong, but it is glad when truth prevails. 
This is a good verse to read more about in a commentary, because the 
commentary will probably bring out more meaning for us. 

So let’s try out a new button on BlueLetterBible.org! 

• Go to BlueLetterBible.org.

• Search on “1 Cor. 13:6”.

http://www.blueletterbible.org/index.cfm
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• Click the green “Commentaries” (L) button in the “Tools” menu. 
This will open a search box that lists all the available commentar-
ies on 1 Corinthians 13:6. 

• Scroll through this list until you see “Matthew Henry” and then 
“Commentary on 1 Corinthians 13”. 

• Click on this option. Matthew Henry’s comments for the entire 
chapter of 1 Corinthians 13 will open.

• Scroll down to “1 Cr 13:3-7” and then down to “IX” which focuses 
on verse 6.

• Read these comments, taking notes on points that stand out to you. 

• List each of the ways Matthew Henry says we rejoice in iniquity 
and each of the ways we can rejoice in the truth. Which list best 
describes you?

Let’s take a few more minutes to look at the word rejoice. 

• Go back to 1 Corinthians 13:6 in BlueLetterBible.org and click the 
“Interlinear” button in the “Tools” menu.

• Click on the Strong’s number that follows the first appearance of 
rejoiceth in this verse.

Reading this lexicon entry helps us see that this verse is talking 
about real rejoicing, not just a half-hearted approval. Skim the 
verses that contain this word (under “Concordance Results Using 
KJV”). What sort of circumstances and events are met with this 
kind of rejoicing? This is not the attitude we should have toward 
wrongdoing!

• Looking back at the interlinear window, notice the second appear-
ance of the word rejoiceth. It has a different Strong’s number. It’s 
a different word!

• Look at the lexicon entry for this word. Read the definition. Skim 
the related verses. This kind of rejoicing happens with someone 
or something. We’re taking part in someone else’s joy. We rejoice 
with truth. Truth rejoices, and we rejoice with it.
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Spend some time meditating on this verse. Pray for God to help you 
see yourself. 

• Do you ever feel better about your spiritual condition when you 
hear of someone else’s sin?

• Do you enjoy spreading news about sin and its consequences in 
the lives of others?

• Do you ever take pleasure in hurting someone else with your 
words or your actions?

• Do you enjoy hearing about how bad everyone else is out “there” 
in the world, or how far your own brothers and sisters in Christ fall 
short of your standard?

These are just a few of the ways we rejoice in iniquity.

Let’s rejoice with the truth instead – the truth of the Gospel, the truth 
that hearts and actions can change because Jesus died to conquer sin! 

For your children:

• Read just 1 Corinthians 13:6 with your children. 

• Spend a few minutes memorizing this short verse. Recite the 
verse with different words missing, while your children supply the 
missing words.

• Ask your children if they ever rejoice in iniquity. One of the 
main manifestations of this attitude in children is the habit of tat-
tling. We’ve all seen it -- the child who is just too happy about re-
porting the wrongdoings of his siblings. Not only is he rejoicing in 
wrongdoing; he is also gossiping when he reports someone else’s 
wrongdoing before talking to that person directly about it (unless 
the situation needs immediate intervention).

• Talk about tattling. Are tattletales truly interested in the lives of 
those they tell on, or are they taking pleasure in getting someone 
in trouble?
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• Look at the instructions given to offended people in Matthew 7. 
Outline what this passage says we should do when sinned against 
(or invest in Doorposts’ Brother Offended Chart, which will walk 
you step-by-step through God’s instructionts to an offended per-
son).

• Role play different situations, and train your children to handle 
those situations in an obedient, God-honoring way.

Be prepared to remind them of this lesson when they are tempted to 
report the wrongdoings of others to you. Recite the verse together and 
review how they should handle the situation. 

http://www.doorposts.com/details.aspx?id=5
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Day 19:  
Bears All Things

Today we come to the conclusion of the second section of 1 Corinthi-
ans 13.

Assignment: 

Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance as you study. Then read the entire 
chapter of 1 Corinthians 13. As you read, think of headings or titles you 
can give to each of the three sections of this chapter:

• Verses 1-3

• Verses 4-7

• Verses 8-13

Write these in your notebook. 

Now let’s look at verse 7. Here we see the rest of the alls that we circled 
back on Day 6. If we had any notions that we, in our own strength, 
could ever manage to love with the kind of love this chapter describes, 
we should finally face reality with this verse. We will never do what 
only Jesus has done  — loving all things, all the time. But His love is 
what empowers us to love as He did.

• Go to BlueLetterBible.org.

• Search on “1 Cor. 13:7”.

http://www.blueletterbible.org/index.cfm
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• Click the blue “Interlinear” button under “Tools” on the left.

• Click on the Strong’s number for the word beareth.

• Write the definition of this word in your notebook. Notice how it 
is associated with covering – especially covering over with silence. 
Hmm. That sounds like something we should explore a bit more. 
Most of us women aren’t very good at doing anything with silence.

• Go back to verse 7 and click on the green “Commentaries” button 
in “Tools”. This will take us to a list of audio resources, study tools, 
and commentaries. Look through the list of available commentar-
ies, and select “Commentary on 1 Corinthians 13” under “Jamie-
son, Fausset & Brown”. This commentary is good for easy-to-see 
verse-by-verse notes.

• Scroll down to verse 7 and start reading. This commentary opened 
my eyes to a whole different approach to “bearing all things”. What 
does it say? We are to bear all things “without speaking of what 
[we] have to bear”.

“It endures without divulging to the world personal distress.” OK. That 
gives most of us plenty to work on. It’s one thing to bear up under 
troubles; it’s quite another to do it silently.

Pray about this phrase. Ask God to help you see where you are not 
“bearing all things” and then seek His help in changing.

For your children:

Read the entire chapter aloud in three sections — vs. 1-3, vs. 4-7, 
vs. 8-13. Ask the children to listen carefully and be ready with ideas 
for titles for each section. Discuss their ideas for each section, and 
write your final titles on a whiteboard or large sheet of paper that ev-
eryone can see.

You could also start memorizing all of verses 4-7. Read the verses 
aloud, hesitating at different points for the children to fill in the miss-
ing words.
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Day 20:  
All Things

We’re already two-thirds of the way done with our study of 1 Corinthi-
ans 13! We’ll spend the rest of our time studying the last verses of the 
chapter, personalizing what we’ve read, paraphrasing, memorizing, 
and setting some goals.

Today we finish verse 7!

Assignment: 

Pray for understanding, humility, and a heart that rests in God as He 
does His work in your life. Then read 1 Corinthians 13:3-7 again.

• Following the same procedure you used yesterday to look at 
beareth, look up the lexicon entries for believeth, hopeth, and en-
dureth. (See Day 19)

• Copy the definitions and really take the time to meditate on them. 
Skim related verses, and read what the Jamieson commentary 
says about each phrase. If you have time, look at Matthew Henry’s 
commentary on verse 7 as well.

• Take good notes! You’ll be referring back to them when we write 
a paraphrase of this passage next week.

• Then click on the “Bible” button in “Tools” to read verse 7 in sev-
eral different translations. Notice how differently the NIV trans-
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lates this verse. This is partly due to the fact that the Greek word 
used for beareth, as we saw yesterday, can be interpreted different 
ways.

Think about these questions as you read and study:

• Does loves just naively and indiscriminately believe all things?

• Do you tend to believe the best about someone, or are you more 
likely to question their motives and actions?

• Do you hold back from loving someone because you are afraid 
they might hurt you or take advantage of you?

• How does believing all things (or always believing, as some com-
mentators interpret this phrase) help us love others?

• Do you believe God loves you and is worthy of your trust, no mat-
ter what circumstances He may bring into your life? How does this 
affect your willingness to love others with Christ-like love?

• Is hope just wishful thinking, or is it grounded in something wor-
thy of our trust?

• Why would a Christian have hope for someone whom others con-
sider a hopeless case?

• Are there people in your life that you have decided will never 
change? How should the saving power of Jesus influence your 
thinking about those people?

• What is the difference between bearing and enduring?

• How did Jesus’s love for His Father and for us motivate Him to en-
dure the shame and pain of the cross?

• Is God calling you to love Him and to love others enough to endure 
in the midst of the circumstances in which He has placed you?

• What is our reason for bearing, believing, hoping, and enduring all 
things? Why does love do this?
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• How will these aspects of love affect your relationships?

• How should these attributes of love influence your prayer life?

• How did Jesus display these traits of love while He was on earth?

• How does Jesus’s perfect love, shown to each of us, affect our de-
sire and ability to love others?

Write some of these questions on cards, if you want, to carry around 
during the day or to post where you will see them. Think about them. 
Pray about them. Act on them.

Godly love bears, believes, hopes, and endures.

For your children:

Read 1 Corinthians 13:7 out loud with your children. Divide the 
four phrases of the verse up between you and your children. If you 
don’t have four people, assign more than one phrase to some. If you 
have more than four people, assign more than one person to each 
phrase.

Practice reciting the verse, with each person or group taking their 
turn in the correct order. When you first start, line up everyone in or-
der, according to the phrase they have. 

Group 1 says, Love bears all things. Group 2 follows with believes all 
things. Group 3 adds, hopes all things, and Group 4 finishes with en-
dures all things.

Then mix everyone up and see if you can still recite the verse with the 
phrases in the proper order. Start slow and speed up, seeing how fast 
you can say the verse, with each person or group speaking up at the 
correct time.

Take some time to talk about these phrases and how your children can 
show their love by bearing, believing, hoping, and enduring all things. 
Talk about specific opportunities that they might encounter through-
out the day. 
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Day 21:  
Catch Up and Optional 

Assignment

Word studies take a bit of time, so if you’re trying to fit your study into 
five minutes a day, you may need to do some catching up today!

If you are up-to-date and want some more to do, take some time to 
read additional commentaries on anything we have studied so far in 
verses 1 through 7. Or kick back and listen to one of the many sermons 
and talks that are listed when you click on the “Commentaties” button 
for any verses in the chapter on BlueLetterBible.org. I would especially 
recommend the talks by Elisabeth Elliot!

Tomorrow we’ll be moving out of word study mode and into new ter-
ritory!

For your children:

Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-7, stopping at different points and letting the 
children supply the next word. Read the passage two or three times, 
leaving out different words each time.

If you do this a few more times over the next few days, you and your 
children will probably have all seven verses memorized before the 
week is over! 
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Day 22:  
Paraphrase

We’ve spent quite a bit of time looking at this amazing description of 
love. Now it’s time to look back over our notes and do some review!

Assignment: 

Pray for the Holy Spirit’s direction and for enough uninterrupted time 
to really focus for a few minutes on this assignment. You will need 
more than five minutes today. (Maybe you could squeeze in some extra 
time in the evening when the kids are in bed?) This is an important as-
signment that helps pull everything together, so do whatever it takes 
to make it happen!

Gather all your notes from Days 9-21. You will have a chart that lists 
what love is and what love isn’t. You’ll have notes from a bunch of word 
studies. Take a few minutes to read through your notes. Then sit down 
and write your own paraphrase of verses 4-7. Try to incorporate as 
much as you can from what you have been learning.

This might actually end up being more like an amplified version of this 
passage. The Amplified Bible expands its translation of a passage in or-
der to incorporate other English equivalents and translations of key 
words. You can read more about it at Bible Gateway (but don’t read 1 
Corinthians 13:4-7 in the Amplified Bible until you have written your 
own paraphrase).

http://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Amplified-Bible-AMP/
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Here is verse 2 in the Amplified Bible, just to give you an example.

And if I have prophetic powers (the gift of interpreting the di-
vine will and purpose), and understand all the secret truths and 
mysteries and possess all knowledge, and if I have [sufficient] 
faith so that I can remove mountains, but have not love (God’s 
love in me) I am nothing (a useless nobody).

Your paraphrase can be even more “amplified” and detailed than this. 
Try to pull in as much as you can about each key word, so that when 
you reread your paraphrase, it will bring to mind everything you have 
been learning. We want this to be a personal, practical, help-you-live-
out-these-verses-in-your-everyday-life sort of paraphrase.

When you have finished, use your paraphrase as a prayer to God, ask-
ing Him to help you actually live out this love, through His strength, on 
a day-to-day basis.

For your children:

Review what you have been learning together from 1 Corinthians 
13:4-7. Read all four verses first. Then take one word or phrase at a 
time, stopping to discuss what the word means and what its meaning 
would look like in real life.

If you want to take the time, work with your children to write their 
own child-sized paraphrase of the passage.
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Day 23:  
Real Love

Yesterday we worked on putting all our word studies together into our 
own personal paraphrases. Today we’re going to look at those para-
phrases again.

Assignment: 

Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance. Then read 1 Corinthians 13:1-7.

Now go back to your paraphrase of verses 4-7 that you wrote yester-
day. Read your paraphrase, putting your own name into the text. How 
well does this describe you?

Read your paraphrase again. Take a red pen and draw a cross over 
every mention of the word love and its pronouns. Now read this para-
phrase, saying the word Jesus every time you see a red cross. Read 
slowly and prayerfully. Take time to think about each verse and how 
Jesus’s life was the perfect example of each of these qualities of perfect 
love.

• How was He patient in bearing the offenses and injuries of oth-
ers? In what ways did He persevere in the face of hardship and 
trouble?

• Did He have an over-inflated view of Himself — the only human 
who ever actually had a real reason to be impressed with Himself 
or to look down on others?
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• Was He here on earth to simply pursue His own interests?

• Did He keep a record of all the wrongs committed against Him 
and use His omnipotent power to avenge those wrongs?

• Did He make Himself vulnerable to others and love them, even 
when He knew they would fail Him and betray Him and deny Him?

Jesus loves us! Stop and really think about this! We hear this all the 
time, but do we stop to think about what it means?

He loved us enough to humble Himself and become a man and live 
among those He had created.

He loved us enough to give up the glories of heaven to live in hard-
ship and trials.

He loved us enough to live a life of humble service and self-denial.

He loved us enough to die on the cross instead of calling down the 
legions of angels that could have delivered Him and avenged the injus-
tice He suffered.

He loves us. 

He loves us as He sits at His Father’s right hand interceding for us.

He loves us as He reigns, victor over sin and death.

He loves us as He empowers us, through the Holy Spirit, to live lives 
of victory and obedience.  We are “more than conquerors through him 
who loved us”. (Romans 8:37)

He loves us, and nothing will ever separate us from that love.

When we believe this, when we really start to come to grips with what 
Jesus has done and is doing for us, we will be ready to love. We’ll love 
Him, and that love will spill out onto everyone around us.
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For your children:

If you and your children wrote a paraphrase of 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 
together, use that for today’s assignment. If you didn’t write a para-
phrase, use a translation of the passage that your children will eas-
ily understand. (Remember, you can go back to BlueLetterBible.org, 
search on the passage, click the “Bibles” button, and have several 
translations to choose from.)

• Write out the paraphrase or translation of verses 4-7 on a 
blackboard, whiteboard, or large piece of paper. Leave blanks 
wherever the word love or its pronouns appear. 

• Or if you have readers, print this passage out, leaving blank lines 
for the word love and its pronouns. 

• Read the verses aloud together.

• First, fill in the blanks with your own names or the word I. If your 
children are working with a printed out version of the text, have 
them write their own names into the blanks.

• Talk about what you have read. Is this passage true with your 
names in it? How far short do you all fall of this kind of love?

• Then read the same verses, this time replacing the word love with 
Jesus. If your children have written their names in a printed ver-
sion, have them draw a read cross over their names.

• Take time to discuss the ways Jesus demonstrated His love for us, 
especially in His death on the cross, but also in the many other 
ways He humbled Himself and served others and continues to 
show His love to us.

• Pray together, thanking God for showing His love to us by sending 
us His Son to save us from our sins and to enable us to live for Him.
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Day 24:  
Jesus

We’ve seen how far short we fall of the perfect, ideal love described 
in 1 Corinthians 13. We’ve seen how perfectly Jesus lived this perfect 
love. Today we are going to take a little detour from 1 Corinthians to 
read about Jesus and that love.

If you have a print edition of Nave’s Topical Bible, pull it out. It will 
actually be easier to use than an online version for this study. If you 
don’t own one, we’ll learn how to use one online.

Assignment: 

Pray, asking God for concentration, wisdom, and humility as you study.

Then, if you own a print version of Nave’s Topical Bible, turn to “Jesus, 
the Christ”, and look for the sub-heading, “love of”. (Note: The rest of 
the instructions for this assignment will follow the online instructions 
for finding Nave’s Topical Bible.)

If you don’t have a print topical Bible, go to our trusty BlueLetter-
Bible.org. This particular feature of BlueLetterBible.org is not as intui-
tive or handy as many of its other tools, but it can be done!

• Click on “Study” in the menu bar at the top of the home page. This 
will open a list of study tools.

http://www.blueletterbible.org/index.cfm
http://www.blueletterbible.org/index.cfm
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• Under the heading “Bible Reference”, click on “Encyclopedias/Dic-
tionaries”, which will open a page with a light blue box that lists 
the entire alphabet in it.

• Click the “J” (for Jesus) in that alphabet.

• Scroll down until you see “Ja- Je- Ji- Jo- Ju”. Click on “Je”.

• Scroll down to “Jesus, the Christ [N]“. (Be sure to scroll far enough 
to find “Jesus, the Christ”, not just “Jesus Christ”. It’s the last listing 
for “Jesus”.) The “N” stands for Nave’s Topical Bible. We’re on the 
right track!

• Click on “Jesus, the Christ”. This will open a very long list of head-
ings and verses related to Jesus.

• Scroll wa-a-a-a-a-a-y down the screen until you see the sub-head-
ing “Jesus, the Christ: Love of”. We’re  finally there! See why I said 
a print version of Nave’s would come in handy for this assignment?

• Now you can hover over each reference to read the verses listed 
under this heading. In the print version of Nave’s, the text for all 
the verses is printed out, ready to read – much simpler!

So, now that we’ve arrived at our desired destination in Nave’s, do 
the following: 

Prayerfully read the verses that are listed under this sub-heading, 
noting the ways Jesus loved, the people He loved, and the results of His 
love. You might want to divide a sheet of paper into four columns, 
one for verse references and one for each of those three categories.

Take notes. When you see a link between a verse you are reading and 
a particular facet of love as it is described in 1 Corinthians 13, note that 
as well. (You might even want to add a fifth column to your chart for 
these notes, if you are using a chart for your study.)

What do you learn about Jesus from these verses?

What do you learn about love?
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Timothy Keller has said that we need to “meet love before we can do 
love”. When we meet Jesus and experience His sacrificial love, a love 
that loved us when we had absolutely nothing to give Him, a love that 
is a free gift, not earned, not at risk of being lost, we will be eager to 
love in return.

What can you take and apply in your own daily life as you seek to 
love others as Jesus has loved you?

For your children:

• Turn to Nave’s Topical Bible as instructed above. Read selected 
verses from this listing for your children. (You can look up the ref-
erence in a different translation to read, if desired.)

• Talk about Jesus’s love and how it was evident in His life. Talk 
about imitating Jesus by loving others the way He did, and about 
the ability Jesus has given us for doing that because of His loving 
death on the cross and His victorious resurrection.

• If you want, look up the context of some of the verses in the gos-
pels and act out the stories together.
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Day 25:  
“As for…”

Verse 8 of 1 Corinthians 13 echoes some of same themes as verses 
1-3. These first verses in the chapter tell us that if we serve others and 
exercise our gifts without love, we are nothing. Verse 8 tells us why. 
Time to get out the colored pencils or markers again!

Because we are all studying in different translations, the words we are 
circling today will vary. Read the assignment carefully.

Assignment: 

Pray for the Holy Spirit to open the meaning of God’s Word to you to-
day. Then get ready to mark some phrases!

In verse 8, three phrases follow the sentence, “Love never ends”.

The ESV starts each of these phrases with the words as for. 

The NIV uses the words where there are. 

The KJV uses whether there be.

The NKJV uses whether there are.

The NASB uses but if there are. 

Mark these repeated phrases in a unique way. Then list each com-
plete phrase in your notes or in the margin of your Bible.
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Do you notice words in this verse that you already read in verses 1-3? 
What is God saying about these abilities and actions?

These were all supernatural gifts, given by God, for the building up of 
the church. Why will they all someday vanish away? Use a commentary 
to help answer this question, if needed. (Click on the “Commentaries” 
button in “Tools” next to the verse in BlueLetterBible.org.)

Use BlueLetterBible.org to look up the meaning of love never faileth. 
(Remember, go to the verse, click on “Interlinear” in “Tools”, and then 
on the Strong’s number that follows the word faileth to read the lexi-
con entry and related verses.) Record your notes.

In contrast to what is being said about prophecy, tongues, and knowl-
edge, what does God tell us about love in this verse?

More on this topic tomorrow!

For your children:

Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 aloud for your children.

Then read verse 8. Have them raise their hands when they hear what 
the verse says about each of the gifts listed below (or have them act 
like they’re tossing something away over their shoulders):

• Prophecies

• Tongues

• Knowledge

Talk about what will happen to each of these gifts. Talk about why 
that will be. (We won’t need these gifts when we’re face to face with 
Jesus. We will see Him as He is.)

In contrast, what does the verse say about love?



68

Day 26:  
Why and When?

Why will love outlast the gifts that God has given for the building 
up of His Church? Paul wanted the Corinthians to know why love was 
so much more important than the gifts that they were contending over. 
We’re going to start looking at that question today. You’ll need your 
colored pencils or markers again!

We’re going to be looking for several different words. Some will be 
words like for and because. These words are signals. They usually tell 
us that a reason is about to follow. They give us a reason for what was 
just said. Reasons are important.

We’re also going to be looking for words that indicate times — whether 
something has already happened (past), is happening now (present), 
or will happen (future). These are important observations to make as 
we seek to understand this passage.

Assignment: 

Pray for wisdom. Then read the entire chapter.

• Mark any appearances of the words for and because. 

• Look back at the statements that precede for and because. You 
should be able to find two fors. Both refer back to verse 8. What is 
Paul explaining here?
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Why will prophecies, tongues, and knowledge pass away, accord-
ing to these verses?

• Read the chapter again. Without marking words in verses 1-7, 
simply note what tense the verbs are. Are they past tense — are 
they speaking of something in the past or of something that is true 
right now in the present? Note this in your notebook or in the mar-
gin of your Bible.

• In verses 8-13, highlight all the references to time. Start by look-
ing for words like now and then. When also signals a reference to 
time. I found it helpful to draw boxes around these words.

• Next look at all the verbs in these verses. One good reason for 
learning grammar is that it is helpful when studying the Bible!

• Underline past tense verbs with a dotted line. What happened 
already in the past? Remember words like was, as well as verbs in 
the past tense form.

• Underline with a solid line (same color), all present tense verbs, 
which would also include words like is and am.

• Underline with two lines, all future tense verbs. What is going to 
happen? Words like will and shall will signal future tense verbs.

• While you’re reading, notice also the buts you highlighted way 
back on Day 5. Here are more contrasts! List each of these phrases 
in your notebook. We’ll finish looking at these verses tomorrow!

For your children:

If your children are old enough to understand the concept of past, pres-
ent, and future, you may want to do the lesson explained above, with 
some minor modifications. Print out the passage, or write it where 
everyone can see as you mark it together.

If your children are too young (or you just don’t want to tackle a gram-
mar lesson in the middle of Bible study), you might just want to talk 
about the differences between being a child and being an adult. 
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Talk about what your little boys do, and compare that to what their 
daddy does every day. Has Daddy put away childish things? What about 
your girls? What childish things do they do that you no longer do?

Talk about the difference between a little tot’s learning activities and 
his older brother’s math lesson. As we mature, we are ready and able 
to think and speak more maturely.

A teenaged daughter is probably not playing with baby dolls anymore. 
She may be babysitting or helping care for a younger sibling. Her older 
brother may be driving a real car now instead of rolling his Hot Wheels 
around the house. As we mature, we put away our childish thinking, 
along with our little-kid toys. We move on to real things. The dolls and 
Hot Wheels “pass away” (at least most of the time).

Your children will probably have fun helping think of other examples 
of this truth. 

Talk about 1 Corinthians 13:11 in this context. You may not be 
ready to explain what this verse means in relationship to love and the 
rest of the chapter, but for now you can simply discuss the truth of the 
verse — the fact that as we grow up, we think differently, speak dif-
ferently, and reason differently.
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Day 27:  
The Future

On Day 25, we learned that the special gifts of prophecy, tongues, and 
knowledge, given to believers for the building up of the Church, will all 
pass away.

Yesterday we marked words related to reasons and times. 

Today we will go back to those markings and use them to help us un-
derstand what Paul was telling the Corinthians — and us.

Assignment: 

Pray for a clear mind and the Holy Spirit’s guidance as you study. Then 
read 1 Corinthians 13:8-12 again.

Several phrases in this passage seem to parallel each other. Over 
and over, we are told about things that are changing and becoming bet-
ter. The passage starts with the statement that all these spiritual gifts 
— prophecies, tongues, knowledge — will pass away. Then four differ-
ent sentences all deal with the same theme:

When the perfect comes . . .

When I was a child . . .

Now we see in a mirror dimly . . .

Now I know in part . . .
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Before you go any further, let’s stop to look briefly at a couple words.

• Use BlueLetterBible.org and its Strong’s numbers (see Day 12 for 
review, if needed), to look up the meaning of the word perfect as it 
is used in verse 10. What does this word mean? Understanding 
this will help us better understand the statements that follow it.

• If you have time, take a look at the lexicon entry for in part, too. 
This will help you understand the contrast between perfect and 
in part.

• Now go back up to the list of four phrases above. Copy these 
phrases and finish the sentences. What will happen when the 
perfect comes? What did happen when the child became a man? 
What will happen in the future, even though we see in a mirror 
dimly now? What will I know in the future, even though I only 
know in part right now?

• How do you think these verses relate to verse 8? Notice the fors 
that you have already marked in these verses. They are telling us 
why the supernatural gifts are going to pass away.

Will we need the gift of prophecy when all is made known? Will we 
need the gift of tongues when we are all worshipping with one voice 
before God’s throne? Will we need the gift of inspired knowledge 
when the church is complete in knowledge and holiness?

The gifts have been for the Church (that’s us), to help move her to 
maturity. When she reaches her state of completeness, joined to her 
Bridegroom, she will no longer need those helps. But love — mani-
fested through the perfect life and sacrifice of Christ and showered on 
her by her Bridegroom — will continue on throughout eternity.

We will see Jesus face-to-face. We will finally understand how deeply 
loved we have been, and we will live in the embrace of that love for all 
eternity.
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For your children:

• Go back to what you talked about together yesterday. As a child 
grows up, he changes. He puts away childish things. Why does a 
little girl put away dolls when she becomes a woman? She has ma-
tured. She may have the real thing — a baby — or she will be in 
other situations where she can serve real people instead of pre-
tending or preparing. Why does the young man put away his Hot 
Wheels (at least until he can play with them again with his sons)? 
He’s moving on, learning, maturing, preparing for the responsibil-
ity of a real car and a real job and a real family. He’s become a man.

• Talk about other examples of this – the student maturing and 
putting aside his books to pursue his chosen vocation, the child 
taking off the training wheels on his bike when he has learned to 
balance and ride without them, etc. Some of the gifts we have given 
our children to help move them toward maturity will be left be-
hind when they leave to start their own households. They were 
gifts that helped them on the path to maturity, but they no longer 
need them when they reach adulthood.

• Have the children draw pictures, dividing their page in half and 
drawing a young child engaged in a childish activity on one side, 
and that same child as an adult, doing adult activities. If they can 
write, have them write the last half of verse 11 on the page as well.

• Then relate this principle to 1 Corinthians 13:8. Explain how 
the gifts God gave to the Church will no longer be necessary when 
we are gathered to worship together before the throne of Christ. 
Then we will know, even though we only know in part right now. 
Then we will put away “childish” things, because we will be fin-
ished, completed, perfect — and loved for all eternity.
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Day 28:  
Catch Up and Optional 

Assignment

Use today to catch up, if needed. If you’re looking for more, listen to a 
sermon on 1 Corinthians 13. You can find some on BlueLetterBible.
org (using the “Commentaries” button in “Tools” for each verse in the 
chapter).

Timothy Keller has some really good ones! One is free, and the oth-
ers are worth the small fee that goes to Redeemer’s outreach minis-
try. (Visit www.sermons2.redeemer.com to search free sermons or to 
find the larger sermon store on their site.) Love’s Way with Others was 
amazing. I’m going to be listening to it again, and probably a few more 
times after that. And the one entitled Heaven, A World of Love intro-
duced some entirely new thoughts to me about heaven.

You could also, on this catch up day, just sit and really meditate on the 
chapter or work on memorizing it, or read some more of the book of 
1 Corinthians, if you haven’t done that already.

There’s so much more we could do with just this one little chapter, but 
we’re running out of time! After today, we’ll be wrapping up our study 
with summaries and goals, and with a list of ideas for further study on 
your own!

http://sermons2.redeemer.com/sermons/better-miracles
http://sermons2.redeemer.com/
http://sermons.redeemer.com/store/
http://sermons.redeemer.com/store/index.cfm?fuseaction=product.display&product_ID=17159&ParentCat=6
http://sermons.redeemer.com/store/index.cfm?fuseaction=product.display&product_ID=17161&ParentCat=6
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For your children:

Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 with your children, again listing each facet 
of love under two headings, “What Love Is or Does” and “What Love 
Isn’t or Doesn’t Do”. Instead of putting these lists side-by-side, put one 
list under the other. This will leave room to the right of each word to 
record other information as we continue today’s study.

Read Mark 14:26-65 aloud with your children. Have those who can 
read take turns reading verses, too, to keep everyone involved with the 
passage. Ask the children to listen for examples of Jesus showing the 
kind of love we’ve been studying in 1 Corinthians 13. As they hear an 
example, record it next to the appropriate attribute in your two lists.

For example, as Jesus prays, asking God to remove “this cup” from Him, 
but ending with “not my will but thine be done”, He is bearing all things 
and enduring all things. You could write, “Submitting to the Father’s 
will” next to bears all things.

Do this with the entire passage. Talk about Jesus’s love that was willing 
to lay down His life for us. 

If you have everyone’s interest and want to keep going, take some time 
to act out this account from Jesus’s life. 
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Day 29:  
Changing

We’re coming to the end of our study. Tomorrow is the last day!

It’s time to look back and think about what we’ve been learning. 
What are the main truths that God has been teaching each of us indi-
vidually? What will we do with what we’ve learned?

Assignment:

Slowly read all of 1 Corinthians 13. Read it as a prayer. Think about 
what God has been teaching you over the past month as you’ve mari-
nated yourself in these words. Ask Him to continue to write this pas-
sage onto your heart, to pierce you with His Word, and to change you.

Then let’s talk about where we go from here. (Keep reading; the rest 
of today’s assignment is coming...)

You’ve probably noticed that this thirteenth chapter of 1 Corinthians 
isn’t just a nice inspiring poem about love. It’s actually a pretty un-
comfortable slap in the face. Even for those who may be pretty loving 
people, words like “love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things”, and “love never fails” give good reason to 
reevaluate. We do not measure up to this standard, and we never 
will, this side of heaven, but we will grow with God’s help. His love 
not only redeems us, it transforms us.
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Have you noticed something else as we’ve studied? Paul has not ap-
proached this topic with a to-do list for us. He has not said, “You 
need to be patient. You need to be kind. You should not envy or boast…”

Instead he has personified love. He speaks of it like it is a person, with 
the ability to be patient, with the capacity of choosing to be kind. He 
tells us what love does and what love doesn’t do, just like we would talk 
of what a person would do or not do.

Love is a person. It’s Jesus. He is the personification of love. He is love 
incarnate, and we are the ones who have been won and freed by His 
love.

Please don’t walk away from this study determined to simply try 
harder at loving. We can actually do all kinds of loving things for peo-
ple, while doing them with a self-serving or self-righteous heart — to 
earn the approval of others or of God — and still not have love and still 
be the noisy gong or clanging cymbal that verse 1 describes.

Walk away from this study of 1 Corinthians 13, knowing that you have 
had an encounter with love — an encounter with the love that only 
Jesus can show. We’ve been confronted by love. Only Jesus has loved 
like this, and this is the kind of love He shows us.

He loves us because He has chosen to love us, not because of any-
thing we can do for Him or give to Him. His love — a love that caused 
His Father to turn His face from Him while He bore the punishment for 
our sins — is a gift, a priceless gift.

So we don’t want to try to earn this gift. We don’t need to earn God’s 
approval by doing a better job of loving. If we’ve put our faith in 
Christ’s loving work on the cross, we already have God’s approval.

Instead, we need to finish up our study, overwhelmed by this amaz-
ing love that sought us out. We want to leave, thinking, “If Jesus loved 
me and continues to love me this perfectly, then, because I love Him, I 
can love this person I don’t care to love. I can be patient with this child 
when I would rather be short with him. I can continue to bear these 
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troubles when no one seems to appreciate what it is costing me. I can 
let go of my ‘right’ to avenge the wrongs committed against me.”

Jesus loves me. He has shown me  – through His perfect love — what 
real love looks like and He has given me — through His death and res-
urrection — the power to show His love to others.

Sorry if I’m belaboring this point, but I think it’s something we forget 
far too often.

So . . . here’s the rest of today’s assignment:

Remembering that we are loving others in response to Jesus’ love, not 
to earn His love, where is He calling you to love more like He loves?

Spend some time praying about this question. Then write some goals. 
Who are you not loving the way you should?

Start with God. Are there things you can do to grow in your love for 
Him? Do you need to spend more time in His Word, really getting to 
know Him? More time fellowshipping with and being built up by oth-
ers who love Him? More time worshipping at His throne in prayer?

Then think of the people in your life. Where is God calling you to 
change? What specific steps can you take to show real love to these 
people?

Write down specific goals. Write them where you can go back to 
them over and over — on a card to post inside a cupboard door, on a 
notepad on your phone, on a marker inside your Bible. Pray over these 
goals on a daily basis. And don’t forget how much Jesus loves you.

By the way, I haven’t forgotten the last verse of the chapter. We’ll close 
with that tomorrow!

For your children:

Slowly read 1 Corinthians 13:1-7. Then talk about Jesus and His per-
fect love for them. Review the gospel and the great love Jesus showed 
for us when He died on the cross to pay for our sins.
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Then pray together:

Thank God for sending His Son to die for us.

Thank Him for His love in giving His Son, and for Jesus’s love in going 
to the cross.

Thank Him for giving us the Holy Spirit who will strengthen and em-
power us to love others.

Pray for willing hearts that are ready to show His love to others.

Pray for patience and kindness.

Pray for the ability to not boast or envy.

Pray your way through 1 Corinthians 13:4-7, humbly asking for God’s 
strength to love the way He has loved us.

Thank Him for forgiving us when we fail.

Thank Him for answering your prayers.
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Day 30:  
Wrapping Up

It’s our last day. But be sure to read the appendices that follow this les-
son. You’ll find a list of other resources and study ideas. You’ll also find 
some rubber-meets-the-road ideas for how you and your children can 
practically apply what you’ve learned.

For today, let’s look at two more verses — the last verse of 1 Corinthi-
ans 13 and the first verse of 1 Corinthians 14.

Assignment:

Read the entire chapter of 1 Corinthians 13, along with the first phrase 
of Chapter 14, verse 1.

Then use BlueLetterBible.org to quickly look at the meanings of the 
following words (Go to 1 Cor. 13:13 and 14:1, click on “Interlinear” 
in “Tools”, and then click on the Strong’s numbers for each of these 
words.)

• Faith

• Hope

• Abideth

• Greatest

• Follow (or pursue, depending on your translation)

http://www.blueletterbible.org/index.cfm
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Note their meanings. Take what you learn and incorporate it into a 
paraphrase of 1 Corinthians 13:13-14:1a.

What does Paul mean — the greatest of these is love?

If faith is “the evidence of things not seen”, our faith will be realized 
when we see Jesus face-to-face.

If God, “according to his great mercy ...has caused us to be born again to 
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 
Peter 1:3), our hope will be accomplished as we worship at the feet 
of our risen Savior.

If “neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39), then we will rest in His love and 
respond to His love, in loving, joyful fellowship with all the saints for 
all eternity!

So, Paul commands, “Pursue love”! 

Do all that you can to pursue love and to keep the fruit of this 
study alive in your mind and heart:

• Read 1 Corinthians 13 at least once a week.

• Make a list of specific people you need to love in a more Christ-
like way, and keep it where you can review and evaluate on a regu-
lar basis.

• Write down specific goals at the beginning of each day. How can 
you tangibly show love to others?

• Pray throughout the day for sight to see opportunities, and for 
power and grace to love with a love that only God can give.

• Write verses on cards or draw pictures to post in places that will 
keep your mind and heart alert to opportunities to love.
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• Memorize 1 Corinthians 13 in your favorite translation, or even in 
your own personalized paraphrase.

• Focus on one attribute or phrase a day (or for a week at a time) 
from verses 4-7. Pay special attention to demonstrating your love 
in that one particular way. Cycle through the verses over and over.

• Stay in the Word. The more you read, the more you’ll love God. 
The more you love God, the more you’ll love those made in His 
image.

For your children:

Read the entire chapter one more time together. Then take out 
paper, pencils, and colored pencils, felt pens, or crayons. Ask the chil-
dren to think about what they have learned about love. Then ask them 
to think about what God might want them to do with what they have 
learned. In what ways do they need to love more like Jesus? Who do 
they need to show more love to? For those who can write, have them 
make a list.

Then ask them to draw some pictures that will help them remember 
what they have learned from the chapter. These can be posted through-
out the house as gentle reminders.

While they make their lists and draw their pictures, spend time with 
each individual child:

• Talk about their lists.

• Help younger children make lists.

• Share the things that God has been teaching you about love.

• Pray together and encourage each other.

• Tell them that you will continue to pray for them, and ask them to 
pray for you.

• Close your time together with prayer, giving thanks to God who 
loves us and patiently teaches us. 
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Appendix A:  
What Next? 

If you’ve gotten excited about studying 1 Corinthians 13 and want to 
continue on your own, consider some of these ideas:

• Choose key words from 1 Corinthians 13:8-13 and study them, 
using Strong’s numbers to help you learn their meanings and read 
other verses that use the same words.

• Read the Gospels. Note all the demonstrations of Jesus’s love.

• Read the entire book of 1 Corinthians. Watch for other refer-
ences to the subjects addressed in 1 Corinthians 13. Note other 
teaching on the supernatural gifts of the Church. Paul tells us many 
things that love isn’t in 1 Corinthians 13. How many of these traits 
does Paul speak of with the Corinthians, and what does he say?

• Read the book of 1 John. Mark all the mentions of the word love. 
Look for other repeated words and mark them in unique ways. Use 
some of the methods you have learned in this study to continue 
digging deeper into this love-centered epistle.

• Go back and study some of the verses you read from Nave’s Topi-
cal Bible on Day 24. Use BlueLetterBible.org to help you study 
words in the passages, compare translations, and read commen-
taries about the verses.

• Review 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. Use Nave’s Topical Bible or Treasury 
of Scripture Knowledge to study the individual traits of love that 
are listed in these verses. Read about patience, about kindness, 
etc. Select specific verses that you can study in more depth, using 
BlueLetterBible.org (or your Strong’s Concordance) to help you.

• Review 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. Use Nave’s Topical Bible to study 
the sins that love does not engage in, according to these verses. 
Read about envy, anger, bitterness, etc. Select specific verses that 

http://www.doorposts.com/details.aspx?id=98
http://www.biblestudytools.com/concordances/treasury-of-scripture-knowledge/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/concordances/treasury-of-scripture-knowledge/
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you can study in more depth, using BlueLetterBible.org (or your 
Strong’s Concordance) to help you.

• Read Loving the Way Jesus Loves, by Phil Ryken. Read about Paul’s 
description of love in 1 Corinthians 13 while also reading of spe-
cific accounts in Jesus’s life that portray this perfect love.

• Listen to any or all of Timothy Keller’s sermons on 1 Corinthians 
13. The series entitled “Love; TheWay to Grow Up” is very helpful!

http://www.doorposts.com/details.aspx?id=131
http://sermons.redeemer.com/store/index.cfm?fuseaction=category.display&category_ID=6&Name=&monthrecorded=&yearrecorded=&scripture=1+corinthians+13&speaker=all&messagetype=&SKUsearch=&sort=DateNew&CFID=5236844&CFToken=19679293
http://sermons.redeemer.com/store/index.cfm?fuseaction=category.display&category_ID=6&Name=&monthrecorded=&yearrecorded=&scripture=1+corinthians+13&speaker=all&messagetype=&SKUsearch=&sort=DateNew&CFID=5236844&CFToken=19679293
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Appendix B:  
Where the Rubber  

Meets the Road
We’ve spent the past few weeks studying God’s definition of love in 1 
Corinthians 13. With God’s help, you’ve hopefully grown in both your 
understanding of godly love and your practice of godly love. You are 
better prepared now to disciple your children than you were a few 
weeks ago. 

Deuteronomy 6:6 tells us that God’s Word should be on our hearts, 
and that we should diligently teach that Word to our children. Nothing 
takes the place of God’s Word impressed on our own hearts when we 
are seeking to teach our children to submit to God and His Word.

If we are actively studying the Word and seeking to obey it, it will be-
come much easier and more natural for us to talk of it while we sit in 
our house, while we walk by the way, while we lie down, and while we 
rise up (Deut. 6:7). In addition, if our children see us loving God and 
treasuring His Word, they will be much more likely to treasure and 
obey it as well.

If you haven’t already done this, prayerfully meditate on how 1 
Corinthians 13 can be put into action in your household. 

• In what circumstances are you struggling most to show Christ’s 
love? What relationships do you find most difficult? 

• In what ways are your children failing to love others? Are tattle-
tales “delighting in evil” instead of “rejoicing with the truth”? Are 
some “insisting on their own way”? Pray for God’s guidance, and 
make a specific list. 

• You might want to think about each child individually. What is his 
particular need or weakness? 
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• You could even sit down with each child individually and ask them 
what they think. In what areas and relationships do they recognize 
their need to grow in love? (They spent some time thinking about 
this on Day 30, if you were doing the children’s lessons.)

Do some prayerful brainstorming. How can you prepare for the in-
evitable challenges of everyday life together?

• Would it help to write out some of the verses from 1 Corinthians 
13 and post them as friendly reminders in strategic places in your 
home?

• Would some simple drawings on post-it notes, tucked inside cup-
board doors, stuck on the car’s dashboard, or staring at you on the 
corner of your computer screen, help you remember to pray for 
God’s love when you’re tempted to be unloving?

• Are you planning on a video or game sometime during the day? 
Do you ever have problems with disagreements over which movie 
to watch or which game to play? Post your reminder for verse 5, 
“Love does not insist on its own way,” in that room.

• Are you likely to become impatient with the children while work-
ing on schoolwork together? Post your verse 4 reminder, “love is 
patient,” in that room.

• Do you tend to get a lot of reports of others’ wrongdoings as you 
work in the kitchen? Post a reminder of verse 6, “Does not rejoice 
at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth,” over the kitchen sink.

• Would a few brief notes on a 3 x 5 card help you be ready to gently 
instruct your children when they need help loving their siblings? 
Or how about printing the entire text of 1 Corinthians on a card to 
put in your pocket or purse for ready reference?

• Would it be helpful to memorize portions of 1 Corinthians as a 
family to arm yourselves against unloving thoughts and actions?

• Would your children be more mindful of your mission to love each 
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other if you encouraged them with a pat on the shoulder or some 
quiet words of praise when they choose to show love to others?

• How about the obvious? Start each day by thanking God for His 
great love and praying together for opportunities and strength to 
show that love to each other. Stop and pray, too, when altercations 
arise. 

• Would it help to role-play different situations and how each of you 
should respond?

• Can you think through, and even write down a script of what you 
will say when different situations occur? 

Here are a few examples of possible scenarios:

You’re heading for the car. Two children are arguing about who gets 
the favored seat. Use God’s Word to help them see their sin and guide 
them in choosing to do what is right. “Do you boys love each other? 
(You may need to remind them that God has commanded them to love 
each other, even when they don’t feel like it.) What verse in 1 Corinthi-
ans 13 do you think applies to this situation? Are you insisting on your 
own way? This is a chance to thank God for His love for you by loving 
your sister and putting her first.”

Of course, you may still face the challenge of both children thinking 
the other person should have the privilege of putting him first. Then, if 
you know your Scripture, you can go on to remind them that the first 
shall be last (Matt. 19:30), or that God will humble the person who 
exalts himself and exalt the one who humbles himself (Matt. 23:12). 
“You miss out on pleasing God and experiencing the joy that comes 
with obeying Him when you refuse to put others ahead of yourself. For 
today, I would like you both to take the back seats. Who else can we let 
enjoy this seat?”

You’re reviewing phonograms again with Susie, and she still isn’t 
remembering them. Your voice starts to communicate your impa-
tience, and Susie is getting flustered in response to your attitude. Stop 
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yourself, and confess your impatience to Susie. “I’m sorry I’m being 
impatient with you, Susie. Will you forgive me? God has told us that 
love is patient. I love you, so I’m going to work, with God’s help, on be-
ing more patient. I know you are doing your best, and that this is hard 
work for you. Let’s go over this one more time, and I’ll try to do better.”

You’re at the table. Daniel is already starting to devour his mashed 
potatoes, but everyone is not served yet, and his little brother Benja-
min is impatiently grumbling about the fact that he doesn’t have any 
potatoes yet.

“Daniel, are you remembering that love is not rude? Are you doing 
something that is impolite? Let’s love each other by waiting until ev-
eryone is served before starting to eat. That’s part of making other 
people more important than ourselves.”

“Benjamin, love is patient, isn’t it? And love bears all things. Can you be 
patient, while everyone else gets their potatoes, too?”

What lessons has God taught you? Share these with your children 
when they relate to different situations throughout the day. In what 
ways has He called you to change? Help your children understand that 
you, like they, are called and strengthened to obey God.

Lovingly and prayerfully persevere. God’s Word, with the convicting 
work of the Holy Spirit, accomplishes His purposes. You may not see 
immediate results, but you will see changes. Trust Him. Faithfully and 
gently appeal to your children’s consciences with the truth of God’s 
Word, and trust God with the results.
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Appendix C:  
How to Use Strong’s  

Exhaustive Concordance 
I strongly encourage you to try out the free online Bible study tools 
for the word studies in this book. The computer saves a tremendous 
amount of time in this type of study, and also gives you access to 
information that would require the purchase and storage of three or 
four printed books. With the help of the computer, word studies are so 
much easier than they used to be! Take advantage of the opportunity to 
get more study in during these busy days of your life. 

If it’s hard for you to not get derailed when you sit down at the 
computer, you may need to come up with some creative measures to 
keep yourself from sneaking a look at Facebook or your email while 
you are studying. Commit to only opening the Bible study website 
during your study time. If you think of something you want to look at 
on the computer while you are studying, jot yourself a note and look it 
up later, after you have finished your study.

For those of you who are committed to doing your study away from 
your computer (and tablet and smartphone), here are instructions for 
doing a limited word study without a computer or other electronic 
device. You will need a copy of Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance. 

Use these instructions for completing the word study in the lesson 
for Day 12: 

• Find the word suffereth in the concordance section (in the front) 
of Strong’s. 

• Under suffereth you will find a list of verses that all include this 
word. Each verse is listed with its reference, an excerpt from the 
verse, and a number to the right of this excerpt. The number on 
the right is the “Strong’s number” for the word. 

http://www.doorposts.com/details.aspx?id=99
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• Notice that different verses have different Strong’s numbers. This 
is because, in the original Greek text of the New Testament, differ-
ent Greek words were used, even though all of them were trans-
lated as suffereth in the King James Version of the Bible.

• Find the listing for 1 Co 13:4. What is the Strong’s number assigned 
to this verse? Note this number in your notebook.

• Look up this Strong’s number in the Greek dictionary section (near 
the back) of Strong’s. Notice that two dictionaries are included in 
Strong’s. The first is Hebrew and Chaldee. These are words that 
are used in the Old Testament. The second is a Greek dictionary, 
and these are the words of the New Testament. Be sure you look 
up your Strong’s number in the Greek dictionary. There you will 
find a definition of the Greek word. 

• First you see the original word in Greek, and then an English trans-
literation of the word. 

• This is followed by the pronunciation of the word, and then the 
phrase “from the same as 3116”. (We will come back to this phrase.)

• Next are some brief definitions. Note these in your notebook.

• After the colon and dash (: --) is a list of words. All of these words 
are other ways the Greek word makrothumeo was translated in 
the King James Version of the Bible.

• Write each of these words in your notebook. You will use these 
words later.

• Let’s go back to the phrase “from the same as 3116”. Go down just a 
couple entries in the Greek dictionary to 3113 to learn more about 
our word. 

• The “adv.” after the pronunciation tells us that this word is an ad-
verb form of the word (3114) that we are studying. It is basically 
the same word in a different grammatical form.

• After “adv.” we see “of a comp. of 3117 and 2372”. This word is a 
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compound word made up of the Greek words for“long” and “tem-
per”. This information is helpful in understanding suffereth long. 
Love is “long-tempered”. It is slow to get angry.

• To get an even better understanding of this word, we can go back 
to our list of the other English translations of 3114. 

• Look up the first word, bear, in the concordance.

• Under the word bear, look for other verses that are assigned the 
Strong’s number 3114. You won’t need to look in the Old Testa-
ment listings because we are studying a Greek word from the New 
Testament. (Notice, too, that all New Testament Strong’s numbers 
are in italics.)

• You should be able to find one verse that contains this word (3114) 
– Luke 18:7. Read this verse to get a better understanding of how 
the word is used.

• You can look up each of the words from the list for 3114, find the 
verses that have the same Strong’s number, read these verses, and 
note your observations of how the word is used.

This process, though a bit tedious, will help you gain a better 
understanding of any word you choose to study.
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Appendix D:  
Bible Study Materials

If you have limited time for Bible study, it will help to have your study 
materials all gathered and ready in one place. You will need to collect 
the following materials before you begin this study:

• Black and/or colored pens

A fine-point pen is useful for writing words and drawing little 
pictures. My favorite is a Uniball Micro Point® roller ball pen. The 
ink does occasionally show through the page a bit. Pigma Micron® 

pens work well too, and they won’t bleed through the page. 

• Colored pencils

You can mark in your Bible with just a couple pens of different col-
ors if you mark in a variety of ways (single and double underline, 
box, circle, dotted line, initials, etc.). But it’s nice to have an assort-
ment of both colored pencils and fine-point colored pens.

Prismacolor soft core (Premier) colored pencils are an excellent 
choice. These soft lead pencils mark thin Bible pages easily with-
out marring them, and the colors are rich and vibrant. You don’t 
need a big set (twelve is plenty), and they’re well worth the cost. 

To keep your children busy and happy while you study, put your 
box of pencils (or another set) out where the kids can reach them, 
set out a couple inexpensive, but good quality Dover coloring 
books, and share your pencils while you study. You can also be 
brave and let the kids draw some simple illustrations in your Bible 
along with you!

• Bible

Ideally, it’s nice to use a Bible with wide margins that allow room 
for writing lists and other observations. If you don’t have room in 
your Bible, or if you just can’t bring yourself to mark up your Bible, 

www.amazon.com/uni-ball-Stick-Point-Roller-60101/dp/B00006IE8D
www.amazon.com/Sakura-30065-6-Piece-Micron-Assorted/dp/B000S168QG/
www.amazon.com/Sakura-30065-6-Piece-Micron-Assorted/dp/B000S168QG/
http://www.amazon.com/Prismacolor-Premier-Colored-Woodcase-Assorted/dp/B00006IEET/
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print out the passage you want to study. Double-space the text and 
leave lots of room on the page for notes. Put it in a notebook and 
mark away! I personally think it’s really nice to have a Bible with 
all my own personal markings and drawings in it — kind of like 
my own “illuminated” Bible.  I have printed out portions to mark, 
but they are not nearly as easy to pull out and review as the ones 
in my Bible.

Here are some of the best wide-margin Bibles:

• The New Inductive Study Bible (available in NASB and ESV)

• The ESV Single Column Legacy Bible has nice wide margins. 

• The ESV Single Column Journaling Bible includes lines for notes 
in the outside margins. (Be sure to download a preview of the 
interior!) 

• The Notetaker’s Bible is available in KJV. 

• The Wide Margin Loose Leaf Reference Bible is bound in a 3-ring 
binder, available in KJV, ESV, NASB, and NIV. 

• Paper

This doesn’t need to be anything fancy, unless you want it to be. 
A small notebook or a few sheets of notebook paper will be suf-
ficient.

• A place to store your materials

This might be a desk, or perhaps you will prefer a basket or other 
portable receptacle.

http://store.precept.org/s-37-bibles.aspx
http://www.crossway.org/bibles/esv-single-column-legacy-bible-3170-tru/
http://static.crossway.org/excerpt/bibles/single-column-legacy/single.column.legacy.interior.pdf
http://www.crossway.org/bibles/esv-new-journaling-bible-jour/
http://www.localchurchbiblepublishers.com/2011/06/mid-size-note-takers/
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/easy_find?Ntt=loose+leaf+bible&N=0&Ntk=keywords&action=Search&Ne=0&event=ESRCG&nav_search=1&cms=1
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Appendix E:  
Making Time to Study

Getting up just a little earlier in the morning is one way to make time 
for Bible reading and study. However, for mothers who are caring for 
tiny ones during the night, an early rising may not be practical. If 
you’re a mother with several little children, you may have trouble com-
ing up with enough energy to get up any earlier than they already do, 
and it may be challenging finding even five minutes of time to concen-
trate in a day.

Here are some ideas that will help you make a plan that allows time 
for Bible study, even if it’s just a few minutes at a time.

Decide what days you will do your study. I recommend committing 
to five lessons a week. For most households, this will probably work 
best on the weekdays. If you only do the study when it is convenient, 
you will be much more likely to lose your momentum and quit. If you 
commit to five days a week, this allows for two “catch-up” days. That 
way if you get behind during the week, you can keep going and catch 
up on the weekend.

Decide what time of day you will do your study. This may not be 
realistic at this stage of your life, but if you can designate a time, you’ll 
be more apt to do the study. If you have a plan and prepare for it, you 
will probably be able to study during that time most days. Remember, 
you will only need about five minutes a day. If you want to spend more 
time, you can, but five minutes a day is more Bible study than no min-
utes a day! Take what you can get!

Will you study in the morning before everyone is up? Decide what time 
you’re getting up and set your alarm. (Then try to get to bed early 
enough to get up at that time.)

Will you study in the evening after your husband is home? Talk to him 
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about helping you, and discuss specific things he can do, if he is willing. 
Will you study while he and the kids clean up after dinner? Or while 
he plays with the children for awhile? Or is he willing to help them get 
ready for bed while you study? Or maybe he’d rather have you wait un-
til the kids are in bed and he is tending to some paperwork or reading 
of his own. Plan some activities to keep the children busy, if he would 
like that help from you.

Will you do your study while the children nap? Make a solemn promise 
to yourself to finish your study each day before you tackle any house-
hold tasks, sit down at the computer, or pick up your phone.

Will you study during your baby’s late night feeding? Can you think 
clearly during that time? Will you need to make plans so your study 
doesn’t bother anyone else who is sleeping?  

Will you do your study while the children are up? What can you do to 
make this easier? If your children are small, will you have children’s 
Bibles for each of them and declare a 5-minute “Bible time” each day, 
where they look at or read their own Bibles while you do your study? 
If you are not studying along with your older children, will you ask one 
to watch over the younger ones while you study?

Will you do your study with them, reading aloud and having them help 
you listen for words to mark? They can learn right along with you!

If you’re doing the study with your children, will you incorporate it 
into your homeschooling schedule and complete the work together 
during school time? Will you study together around the table after a 
meal? Would your husband be interested in joining you and turning 
this into a family Bible study that you all do together?

Is your life so unpredictable or so demanding that you will need to be 
ultra-flexible, doing your study in bits and pieces whenever you can? 

First, ask for input from your husband or other friends or family, and 
see if they have any suggestions that would help you carve out a spe-
cific time. 
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If you find that you really have to be this flexible, plan ahead to be flex-
ible! Put your study materials in a basket that can move around the 
house with you. Be armed and ready for any available moment of peace 
and quiet! 

Post copies of 1 Corinthians 13 in visible places throughout the house. 
Ask the Lord to help you establish this time for study, and then pray 
that He will help you deal with the inevitable interruptions that will 
arise. 

Decide where you would like to do your study. Based on your deci-
sion about when to study, where will you be able to think about what 
you are reading – at least for a little while? 

Will you slip into your bedroom for a few minutes, or is the desk in 
the family room going to give you enough separation from household 
activities?

Is the bathroom the one place where you get a few minutes of peace 
and quiet? Put everything in a basket in there.

How about in the kitchen? Can you squeeze in just a little reading while 
stirring a pot or waiting for the microwave?

What about studying in your car, if you’re really desperate for quiet? 
(I’ve done it!) Can someone watch the kids inside for just five minutes?

Are you planning on doing this study with your children? Where will 
this work best? At the lunch table? On the sofa? At the table during 
school time? 

The goal is to think about the place you are most likely to have 5 min-
utes to read (not necessarily all at the same time). 

After you have gathered your supplies (see Appendix D), put them in 
this place. If things tend to wander in your household, put them in a 
drawer, a basket on a high shelf, or in some other container that will 
isolate them from other household items, but be easy to grab for your 
study time. If everything is there waiting for you, you’ll be much more 
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likely to do your study. You don’t want to take up your whole 5-minutes 
of study time just looking for your Bible and notebook. 

Be strategic. Keep a basket of playthings for the children nearby if 
you’ll be doing this while they’re awake. 

Recruit an accountability partner if you think you need one. Will 
you text your husband or another friend each day after you have com-
pleted your study? (Don’t call. It will take too much time, and you’ll 
be tempted to not call when you’re short on time.) If you don’t have 
texting, can you devise a “secret ring” that signals to your partner that 
you have completed your assignment? Would it help you to just use an 
adult version of a star chart like we sometimes use with little ones? 
Print out the table of contents (page vii), post it on the refrigerator, and 
check off each lesson as you complete it. Let your children know what 
you’re doing, and they’ll probably be happy to police your progress.

Write out a plan of action. Now that you have answered the ques-
tions listed above, review your answers, then write a very specific plan 
(Don’t worry about the inevitable interruptions that will occasionally 
sidetrack your plan. A plan that gets derailed once in a while is much 
better than no plan. “The heart of a man plans his way, but the Lord 
establishes his steps.” Pr. 16:9, ESV) 

Keep your plan realistic, but specific enough to be measurable. In other 
words, write down a plan that will be easy for you to tell whether you 
have followed it or not. Think about what you will read, when you will 
read, where you will read, and how you will read your Bible.

Here are some examples:

• I will study 1 Corinthians 13 for at least 5 minutes on at least 5 
days of the week, and text (a friend’s name) after I have finished 
each day.

• I will collect Bible story books that are appropriate for each of my 
children, put them on one book shelf in the living room, and have 
the children read or look at them for five minutes each day while I 
study 1 Corinthians 13 at my desk.
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• I will put my study materials in a basket by the sofa and study 
there five evenings a week after the children are in bed. I will also 
find out if (a friend’s name) would also like to do the study, and ask 
her to help hold me accountable.

• I will keep my Bible and other study materials in a basket next 
to the rocking chair, and study 1 Corinthians 13 while I nurse the 
baby at night.

• I will include the 1 Corinthians 13 study in our school plans, copy 
the text for each of the children, and study with them each week-
day morning after math lessons. 

• I will pray each time before I start to read, asking the Holy Spirit 
to help me understand what I read, and I will ask my pastor to rec-
ommend a good commentary that I can read along with my Bible 
reading.

• I will put a large digital clock in both kids’ rooms, post the time 
“7:00” in large print on the wall next to the clock, and tell the chil-
dren that they may not get out of their beds until they see that 
same time on their clock. Then I will get up by 6:30 every weekday 
morning, complete the 1 Corinthians 13 assignment for the day, 
and share what I am learning each day with my children at the 
lunch table.

Gather your supplies (see Appendix D) and put them all in the place 
you think you will be most likely to do your study. If you plan to do the 
study with your children gather supplies for them – printed out copies 
of 1 Corinthians 13, colored pencils or crayons, and pens, or a white-
board and markers. 

You’ll be armed and ready to study!
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Try more books in the Bible Study for Busy Mamas series:

Thirty Days in Colossians 3

Thirty Days in Psalm 37

Join me on the Internet at the Doorposts of Your House 
blog (www.doorposts.com/blog) where I occasionally 
host a new 30-day study, with one short assignment de-
livered to you each day. 

You can also join the “Busy Mamas Bible Study” Facebook 
group and interact with other ladies who are all studying 
the same passage along with you. 

http://www.doorposts.com/details.aspx?id=128
http://www.doorposts.com/details.aspx?id=132
http://www.doorposts.com/blog/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/487622067967767/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/487622067967767/
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